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From the Principal

Katherine M (Denmark)
This term Suri Naidoo has relieved in the position and we
thank her for her work in this area.

Term One 2018 has been a
very busy and exciting term at
SIDE. We have a lot to celebrate
in this year of our centenary.
Congratulations also to students
and staff on successes achieved
throughout the term.

This term we also say farewell to two long-serving staff
members Alan Coleman and Don Sincock. Alan has been
with the Department of Education for 29 years and Don
Sincock with our dispatch area for approximately 19 years.
All the staff at SIDE thank them for their service and wish
them well for the future.
This week parents/guardians should have received their
child’s Interim Report via email. This report is designed to
give an indication of student progress and participation so
that any issues or concerns can be addressed early in the
school year. Parents/guardians are encouraged to contact
their child’s teachers to discuss their progress at any
time. If your child has demonstrated below satisfactory
achievement, please contact the teacher as soon as
possible.

Two of our students in our Elite
Sports program have been
selected to represent Western
Noel Chamberlain
Australia
in the 2018 Pizzey
Principal
Cup Tennis Team at the School Sport Australia National
Championships in Brisbane, QLD in April. Samuel De
Andrade and Ethan Dunn are to be congratulated as state
selection is an honour and often represents a significant
stepping stone in the ultimate achievement of senior and
national selection.

SIDE School Council – invitation for parent nominations
This year all six of the parent/guardian positions (primary
and secondary) on the SIDE School Council are vacant.

As you would recall, Jacquie Sandhu (Deputy Principal)
left SIDE at the end of last year to take up a job in another
school. We now welcome Michael Oliver as our new
Deputy Principal (Students). Michael will take up his
position at the commencement of Term Two. Michael
comes to us with a wealth of experience in other schools.

This Term’s Issue
pg.5 Authors Online: Meg McKinlay

pg.29 Tips for Year 12

pg.25 Halogen National Young Leaders Day

pg.30 OTL CyberSafety Awareness
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Centennial Garden

Nominations are now called from interested parents or
guardians who would like to join the Council. Any parent
or guardian who is interested in nominating for one of the
parent positions, please call Shirley McLean on 9242 6376
and leave your name, address and telephone number
or email her your details at Shirley.Mclean2@education.
wa.edu.au

Our Centennial garden is underway at SIDE. The garden
beds are now in and the soil is being prepared. The garden
will be planted in April/May and officially unveiled at the
Open Day later this year.
Stay tuned for more pictures as our new garden area takes
shape.

There are three meetings for the year, one each in
Term 2, Term 3 and Term 4. All meetings are conducted
remotely, usually using telephone conference. If School
Council members are in the Perth metropolitan area, they
are encouraged to attend in person on the Leederville
site. Meetings usually commence at 1:30pm and last
approximately 60 to 90 minutes.

Noel Chamberlain
Principal

If more nominations than positions on the Council are
received, then an election will be held. If you would like
any further information, please call the school and speak
to me. Nominations close on Friday 11 May 2018 at
9:00am.
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Primary
Welcome to the 2018 school year. This year is particularly
exciting as it is our centenary. We are celebrating 100
years of SIDE. Students have been learning through a
distance education program since 1918 and now you are
part of this history.
At present we have 130 students enrolled in the Primary
school. We have home based and travelling families and in
fact, we have students in over 19 countries.
Above: Look at the expression on Zeke's face when a visitor surprised him!

To our new families who have recently enrolled, we
extend a special welcome to our unique school. To our
continuing families, it is lovely to have you back.

Left: Chef Javan all ready
to cook up some delicious
muffins

News from Early Childhood Education

The foundations for successful learning are established
in early childhood. This may be the first year of formal
education for many of our students in ECE. Being both the
parent and home tutor is challenging but it is also very
rewarding.
We have found that organisation is the key to success.
Three top tips are:
• Establish a routine and a suitable work space
• Preparation for the day’s work is essential. Read the
lesson notes prior to the lesson
• Make a timetable with your child

News from Middle Primary
Saba

The students have already discovered how their laptop/
computer screens suddenly become interactive whiteboards and are adept users of the Saba tools.
A focus for Term One is on Cyber Safety where our students learn about how to stay safe when online, being
aware of the potential dangers, and the steps needed to
protect themselves.
Venn
diagram
showing the
similarities
between
bullying and
Cyber
bullying

ECE families have made a terrific effort using available
technology to facilitate their children’s education.
We are now receiving regular return of work which is
being uploaded in Moodle or posted to us.
In Saba lessons, participants are enjoying talking to their
peers and teachers in real time. There have been some
fabulous photos sent in for news time.
It never ceases to amaze us at how our families adapt to
working with SIDE. Have a look at what some of our families are doing.
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Mathematics

On Tuesdays our students undertake Mathematics in Saba
and this term the focus is on Number. All students are
using their mathematical skills to read questions, identify
strategies to solve a problem, and to check their work.

Literacy

Our Literacy focus in Saba is based on speaking and listening, grammar, developing reading skills and strategies, as
well as sharing work and ideas. In thinking skills, we like
to give our students opportunities to think outside the
square.
Left: Nathaniel, Year 4, with
the puppets and puppet
scene he created

Above: Brianna

News from Upper Primary

This school year has started well for all students in Years 5
and 6. Congratulations to all our students on a determined
and conscientious effort to do your best work in each set.
Thank you to all the home tutors who organise, schedule,
role play and mark work. Your children are doing well
because of your fine efforts.

Above: Josiah

Saba

The sessions are successful with fifteen students on average per session. This is a large Saba class and students are
remembering and using the four classroom rules correctly.
The Saba classroom rules are; Patience, Participation,
Perseverance and Politeness.
Above: Lily

Year 5

In Year 5, we have some brilliant budding mathematicians,
artists and authors in our midst. Below are some examples
of excellent work.

Important dates

May 11 - 15 Externally Set Tasks (EST) Year 12
May 22-25 NAPLAN
May 28 - 1 June Year 11/12 Exams
4
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English

unique program provides students with regular
opportunities to talk to authors using Saba Classroom.
While the program outcomes are drawn from the
Australian Curriculum, students are able to speak with
authors from across Australia about their writing without
travelling to major centres to hear or see them.

A good start

As a result of the dedication, collaboration and
commitment of the SIDE English team, we are now
delivering a rich and differentiated online English
curriculum, promoting equity and excellence and
providing the opportunity for all students to reach their
full potential.

Introducing the 2018 English Team
Meg McKinlay speaking with the SIDE students

Our first visiting author for 2018 was the wonderful Perth
writer, Meg McKinlay! The Year 7 and 8 English students
attended the session which provided great ideas for
finding and using inspiration for creative writing tasks.

Front row from L-R: Narelle Carlon, Amanda Malseed, Linley Taylor, Esperanza Stein,
Donella Grieco, Karen Wauhop. Back row from left: Kathy Shortland-Jones, Susie Cullen,
Cathy Lamers, Peter Barker, Jenny Crowe, Silvana Patorniti

Reading

All English students have started the year with a focus
on Reading. The SIDE English Learning Area has made
available to students engaging reading resources,
including e-books, audio books and graphical resources.
The aim is to engage and support a wide range of students
at each year level.

Above: Teacher Silvana Patorniti listening to Meg McKinlay teaching in the Authors Online
program

English focus areas for 2018

Strategies for high performing students
• Analysis of student data to pinpoint areas for growth.
• Use of explicit reflective practices.
• Targeted use of modelled responses.
• Explicit use of rubrics and marking keys to highlight
areas for extension.
• Differentiation of vocabulary focus words - to extend.
• Extension activities: external programs, for example,
Red Room Poetry.

Wide Reading program

The English Learning Area strives to enrich and extend all
of our students. In collaboration with the Library Resource
Centre, we are proud to offer our Year 7–10 students
access to wide reading via our Wide Reading Program.

Enrichment

We look forward to enriching events and opportunities for
our students such as participation in the Authors Online
program, another successful collaboration between the
English Learning Area and the SIDE Resource Centre. This

Strategies for students at risk
• Modified assessments and assessment outlines, in
consultation with HOLA and key stakeholders, and in
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•
•
•

•

•

accordance with SIDE Assessment Policy and system
requirements.
Collaborative working relationships with students,
parents and supervisors.
Explicit pedagogies implemented via Moodle and
SABA lessons.
Genuine concern for well-being for all students in
accordance with the Department’s High Performance
- High Care strategic plan.
Learning resources and strategies honed to address
literacy demands of the course and student learning
needs.
Greater use of WordFlyers to meet individual learning
needs.

On a balmy summer's night at the University of Western
Australia, the SIDE English teaching team celebrated the
start of 2018 by listening to Australian authors Kim Scott
and Helen Garner discuss 'Why Literature Matters'.
The literary insights from two of Australia's most
thoughtful writers was the key event for the Perth Writers’
Festival, and it proved to be a wonderful event that
provoked laughter and reflection from the team. One of
Kim Scott's most profound quotes about why he writes
summarised why many of us teach English: "To think
about who we are and what it means to be human. Who
am I? Does this [story] help someone work out who they
are? Books can do that."

What's new in 2018?
Teacher profile on Karen Wauhop

English goals for 2018

The range of Professional Learning undertaken by English
staff during 2017 has created impetus to reflect on and
implement teaching strategies that target the learning
needs of our unique student cohort. As a result, teacher
expertise to adapt and meet the learning needs of students from year to year, is an ongoing goal.
• Increased inclusion of reflective practices: both students and teachers use assessments to guide learning.
• Encourage increased engagement with Speaking and
Listening tasks through offering a range of assessment
types and using different strategies, focusing on the
formative to facilitate feedback for improvement.
• Focus on adjusting assessment formats to be more
inclusive.

Karen is teaching Years 7 and 8 English, and Year 12
General English. She re-joined teaching at SIDE this year,
after working at Kent Street SHS last year.
What is your favourite book to teach? Why?
Animal Farm by George Orwell (1945) – The novel contains
enduring themes of cyclical social unrest and uprising, the
symbolic use of animals personified to represent different
stereotypes of society, and the language provides stimulus
for thoughtful conversations evaluating personal and
social values and attitudes. These elements have proven
to be a successful combination for engaging students in a
way that is interesting, sometimes humorous and always
thought-provoking.
“All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal
than others”.

English team professional development

Do you have a favourite teaching memory?
My favourite teaching memory was at the end of a school
year, when I walked into a Year 10 class which I had
finished by watching the film The Freedom Writers. This
class had students from varying backgrounds, including
elite sports program participants attending international
tours, to others who were living in a shelter and knew
a little too much about what it was like in the back of a
police paddy-wagon.
I gave them each a journal to write in as a parting gift with
a bookmark I had made with one of my main mantras
written on it. One of the students asked if a couple of

Above: The English Team at The Perth Writers Festival with Kim Scott. L-R: Kathy ShortlandJones, Narelle Carlon, Donella Grieco, Peter Barker, Esperanza Stein, Susie Cullen, Linley
Taylor, Kim Scott.
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Which famous quote sums up your teaching style?
"A person who never made a mistake never tried anything
new." Albert Einstein

them could use the whiteboard markers and asked me to
turn and face away from the board for a moment.
After a few minutes, it was obvious that a rotation had
started and soon most of the students had been to the
front of the class.
I was told to turn around and look at the board which had
been covered with graffiti – the quotes, diagrams, and
statements they had remembered from the year. Some of
my favourites were personal, behavioural management
statements I had made that had smiley faces placed
next to them. It also included my classroom mantra and
diagram I would refer to regularly … “Learning is not
linear – it is messy and ugly and sometimes painful. The
important thing is not where you start from, but to make
sure you have moved onwards and upwards by the end.”

I don’t profess to know everything and this was clearly
evident when I was teaching Trigonometry in Learning
support a couple of years ago. My student would ask me
what the answer was and I would respond, ‘I’ll tell you
next week.” I would go home and watch Youtube videos
on Sine, Cosine and Tangent. Then I would practise maths
problems only to find my answers didn’t match those at
the back of the book. It actually took me a whole week to
figure it out!

Student creativity

Congratulations to all of our students for their fantastic
creative work in their English courses this term. Creativity
encourages students to engage in higher order thinking. It
is an essential component of the Australian Curriculum.

Which famous quote sums up your teaching style?
Learning is a storm …
“The storm starts when the drops start dropping. When
the drops stop dropping then the storm starts stopping.”
Dr Seuss

“Critical and creative thinking is essential for imagining
probable, possible and preferred futures.”

Teacher profile on Esperanza Stein

“In creating their own texts, students explore … the
creative possibilities of the English language to represent
novel ideas.”
ACARA: Critical and Creative Thinking

Esperanza is teaching Year 9 and 10 English and Year 11
General English. She started teaching full-time at SIDE this
year.

Year 10 creative writing

What is your favourite book to teach?
The Red Tree by Shaun Tan
Tan’s artwork is so creative and unique. I love that he
tackles the big issues in a way that doesn’t judge or
preach to the reader. The Red Tree touches on themes of
isolation and depression yet a glimmer of hope is always
in the background. It gives us permission to really feel our
feelings, recognising that they are temporary even though
it feels permanent.

A Special Place…
I stand outside in the middle of a field that’s surrounded
by trees that is similar to the scenery on the movie
‘Twilight.’ It has the smell of freshness and cleanness
mixed with the scent of…. Lynx?? I can see that the field is
so green that if there was one piece of dried grass visible,
it would stand out and be so easy to pick out.
As I stand in the field, I face towards the sun that’s so
bright; it could almost make anyone blind. But on the
bright side, the sunlight was joined by a gentle, cooling
breeze from one of the Tāwhirimātea children, Hauāuru,
the one that was sent to the west. I can feel a presence
with me hoping it is the weather God, Tāwhirimātea.
Then suddenly I feel something like two thick vines wrap
around me. They feel solid and strong like steel but they
have a bit of a squishy feeling at the same time. I feel
protected and safe, this is a feeling that I want for the rest

Students and teachers both relate to the book and it
provokes thoughtful discussion around the subject of
mental illness, something that affects everyone directly or
indirectly.
Do you have a favourite teaching memory?
There are so many! When asking my Year 9 students to
identify stereotypes, one student responded ‘Tradies eat
meat pies and drink choc milk!”
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of my life. I lean back against the vine tree that’s breathing
at the same time as me.
I close my eyes as I hear the heartbeat of the tree, when I
press the side of my head to it and then I think to myself
that it must be the woodpecker getting to it. The steady
beat makes me feel relaxed and calm, and sleepy but not
to the point when I would actually fall asleep. I also hear
the breaths that it is releasing.
The touch of the tree feels odd; it isn’t how a normal tree
would usually feel. Instead, it leaves a smooth material
that’s attached to itself tightly. If I could only see it, then I
would describe it in a lot more detail.
It spoke, “I’m not a tree, I’m not Tāwhirimātea, my arms
are not vines and I have a real heart.”
I turned around facing this unique object talking. I started
to feel it’s face? I realise that this is not a tree but a human
being.
My Brother, the human being.
“Shanan?”
“Yeah.”
“I missed you.”
“I missed you too, sis.”
My special place is in my brother’s arms.
Tia, Kambalda, WA

Becoming a Big…
I woke up to my normal annoying alarm clock buzzing in
my ear and the sun spilling through my window onto my
face. My room was big and I was small. I didn’t know how
to use up all of the space as I liked to feel small and secure.
I crawled out of my small bed and got changed into the
uniform hanging on my door. I was ready for my day.
Leaving my room, I went down the dark hallway and into
the kitchen where I saw my dad. He was a small, round
man, which was perfect for when he cuddled me as I felt
small and loved. He was making my lunch.
“What have I got today?’ I asked.
“Just a tuna sandwich and an orange,” he replied.
“And recess?”
“Cheese and crackers.”
“Oh, OK, thank you Daddy.” I loved using my childhood
name for him. He reached down and cuddled me. I put my
lunch box in my school bag and ate my breakfast (eggs).
My mum woke up as I entered her room to get my
toothbrush. She sat up, rubbed her eyes and her huge
baby bump stared at me. I was worried about Mum. This
big baby bump was making her sick, I really didn’t think
any of it was necessary and I certainly didn’t wat to be a
‘big’ anything I just wanted to stay small, I knew this baby
bump would get all of the attention and love and I would
be forgotten. In my opinion three was the best number
and we couldn’t possibly need anyone else. I brushed my
teeth and my mum put my hair up in two small braids. By
then it was 8.38am and I ran to my bag, threw it onto my
back and ran into the car where Dad was waiting.
We drove past all of the houses and I noticed the sky was
grey. At school I jumped out of the car and raced to my
class. I had one minute to make it to my class, but as least I
was a fast runner with my small but fast legs. I was used to
getting to my class with one or two minutes left. I had an
ordinary, boring morning at school until just before lunch…
I peered out of the foggy window and walking across the
playground I saw my dad. He knocked on the door and my
teacher answered.
“Can I please pick Chantelle up early?” I heard him say.
The teacher smiled and nodded.
“Come on Chantelle,” she said.
I grabbed my bag and slowly walked out of the door. I
didn’t feel like smiling as I knew what this was about. Dad
grabbed my small hand and ran.
“Hurry, we don’t want to be late!” he yelled back at me. I
stared at him confused as he jumped into the car.

Year 7 personal anecdotes

In America things are quite different, the beach feels like
cornflour, drivers speed twenty miles over the speed limit
on the interstates, every plate of food you order is massive
and the school students speak with deep southern
accents. I still really miss Australia.
One time, our family went on a big trip along the West
coast of Australia. We saw some amazing things, from reef
sharks to manta rays to delicious oysters. The first stop
was Kalbarri, it’s not an amusing place, but the country
can give you some beautiful sights like big waves crashing
on the rocks below as you sit down near the edge of a cliff
and watch the shimmering golden sunset on the horizon.
We drove to Coral Bay and then Exmouth. There were
more oysters, reefs, snorkelling and the Ningaloo Reef.
This reef isn’t just your average reef, this reef extends
10 nautical miles seaward and stretches 300 kilometres,
more than 5,000 square kilometres of ocean home to 250
different species of colourful, vibrant coral. We went far
out seaward and then saw the most jaw-dropping and
spectacular sights I’ve ever seen.
Lochlan, Florida USA
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Humanities and Social Sciences
(HaSS)

“Dad, what is going on?” I didn’t want to face the truth.
“You’re going to be a big sister!” he said grinning.
“What!” I didn’t say that I didn’t want to be a big anything.
I wanted to stay small. We raced along the road and the
sky looked even greyer.
After a twenty-minute drive we arrived at the hospital.
Dad lifted me out of the car and for a minute I felt small,
we walked in.
“Girl or boy?” I asked finally asking what I knew he wanted
me to ask.
“Boy!” Dad replied excitedly and we walked into a small
shop where we bought a small teddy and a balloon. The
teddy looked exactly like my first teddy. It was a brown
teddy with a blue t-shirt saying ‘It’s a boy,’ when mine had
said ‘It’s a girl.’ I still had it and I doubted they’d be friends.
I hated every moment of this day.
We took the elevator upstairs and walked to where Mum
was lying. We could see her in the room through a glass
window. She had a tiny bundle in her arms. Dad stopped. I
stopped. We both stared blankly at the door handle. Then
Dad took a deep, loud breath and we crept in. There he
was. My baby brother.
Dad was in tears and so was Mum.
I slowly walked forward and stared into this tiny baby’s
blue eyes.
I started to feel something.
Something good.
I suddenly felt BIG and I was happy about it! James,
my little brother. When we left the hospital the day we
brought James home I was a big sister and I couldn’t stop
smiling. I lay in bed that night just knowing that from this
day forward I would be a changed person and a big sister.
I guess I didn’t need to be small after all! This was a life
changing moment as I had realised I was becoming BIG
and I was happy.
Georgia.

Moodle Forums
All HASS students are expected to be involved in our
Moodle Forums. These forums include “introducing
yourself to your fellow students”, frequently asked
questions (FAQ), sharing lessons learnt during assessments
and periodic reflection forums as we progress through
the course. This interactive, shared approach to learning
enhances the engaged, collaborative learning style that
HASS embraces.
Here is a small sample of some Term 1 posts:
Year 7: If you could be a time traveller, which Ancient
Civilisation would you like to visit and why?
• I would find Ancient Rome very interesting because
I would like to see how and why they built the
Colosseum, see how they went by in their day and to
see the sport so I could try and play it and learn the
sports. Rome is also a big tourism city today so want
to see what it was like back then.
• Ancient Greece because I've looked at Greek gods
before and I would like to see if any of the legends are
true.
• If I could time travel, I would go back to Ancient Egypt
because I would like to see how the pyramids are built
and how the Sphinx lost its nose. I would also like to
see Moses bring out the slaves from Egypt and the sea
be split in half and as well as what the pharaohs and
the people wore.
• Take me back to Ancient Rome! If I could go back in
time, I would go to Ancient Rome because it was the
largest urban empire and people were able to be
educated and contribute to building great structures.
I would like to have been a part of contributing to the
invention of the modern day calendar and concrete to
build big arches and aqueducts.
• If I could time travel to the ancient time I would go to
Ancient Greece! I wouldn't like to live in any of these
places but I would like to see what Ancient Greece
looked like back in BCE.

Kathy Shortland-Jones and Linley Taylor
English Department
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Year 10: One piece of information you found in a website
on the Fall of Singapore.
• "Controversially, the Australian commander,
Lieutenant-General Gordon Bennett, escaped
Singapore by boat on the night of the surrender and
eventually returned home."
• Singapore was meant to have between 350 and 500
planes based in Singapore. In fact, the only airpower it
ended up having was just a small contingent including
three squadrons of planes of the RAAF. They were no
match for the advanced Japanese planes.
• In Japan’s invasion of Singapore around 1800
Australians were killed. Within the first few weeks
22,000 Australians were captured by the Japanese and
kept prisoner. Over a third of these Australians died.

Mathematics
Welcome back to Mathematics with SIDE.
This year we have twelve teachers working the equivalent
of 9.0 full time teachers. We currently have 530 maths
students across years 7 to 12.
New to the Mathematics Department this year is Mr
Greg Piggott, Mr Harry May and Mrs Carmel Rankin. Ron
Dymock and Rob Sturgess are currently on leave.

Saba

Some HASS students have created this list of suggestions
to assist others gain maximum value from their HASS Saba
lessons:
• Be prepared for the lesson -keep up to date with your
Moodle course and read ahead
• Know when your next assessment is scheduled
• Be early to the lesson- Teachers always attend the
session at least 5 to ten minutes before it starts- it is a
good time to chat to your teacher
• Scope out potential questions on topics you might
need to clarify
• Remember that HASS teachers revise last week’s
lesson and ask you to contribute “terms” for the
“glossary section” of this week’s lesson- be prepared
for this
• Ensure your equipment is working-it is not much fun
being unable to listen or talk because your computer
is malfunctioning
• Do participate in the lesson- by being engaged you
learn more
• Do screen grabs of important slides
• Do make notes during the lesson
• Do record the glossary words and their meanings
• Do view the recordings if unsure of some parts of the
lesson……

Back L to R: Greg Piggott, Carmel Rankin, Michael Wheeler, Miika Rautavirta
Front L to R: Ron Evans, Lorraine Backhouse, Anne Paull, Harry May, Ying Sturma, Ravinder
Patel
Inset: Karen Loreck, Kim Winton

Succeeding in Mathematics – some key considerations
• As with any learning activity, knowing the vocabulary
of Mathematics is essential. Students must pay
attention to the key words and phrases used in the
course they are studying
• Regular practice is preferable to bursts of study. It is
better for students to work at Mathematics four or
five times a week rather than an extended session one
or two times a week.
• Practice attempting questions under pressure:
1. Do not refer to the answers until you have
genuinely attempted the question
2. Work quickly on questions, do not spend long
contemplating the meaning of a question. Rather,
decide a strategy related to the concepts currently
being studied and write a clearly set out argument
on that basis.
The majority of assessments in Mathematics are tests and
examinations. These are attempted in a set time and the
above will provide practice at maximising scores.
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•

•

Ensure that each work session involves learning
new concepts by considering the current work
and consolidating previously learned concepts.
Tests usually encompass the previous 5 or 6 weeks
work and regularly doing questions from the work
of previous weeks keeps those skills to the fore.
Examinations in Years 11 and 12 encompass an entire
Semester.
Each teacher can provide further suggestions
to students on how to maximise their score in
assessments. Students should focus on developing
efficient learning strategies for themselves.

Lower School Maths

The Western Australian Curriculum is now being delivered
to students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. We have designed
courses to be used in conjunction with the text books
written by Dr Terry Dwyer from Queensland. Students
have a Lesson Guide for each semester which refers them
to the text book. The text books are borrowed from the
SIDE resource centre but are also available in electronic
form and housed inside the Moodle courses.
Response from students and parents regarding the model
of instruction continues to be encouraging.
Students are working on standard curriculum within
each year group. There are common assessment tasks at
strategic points throughout the year so all students are
given opportunity to demonstrate their understandings on
a common
scale. Where appropriate, students can be placed on a
modified program which can be for support or extension.

Semester One Reports Lower School

Reports for Years 7 to 10 Semester One will indicate a
grade of achievement. This is not the final grade for the
course but is a predicted grade. It is important to realize
that the grades are based on commonly accepted state
standards and a reflection of a student’s position within a
ranked list of all SIDE students in the year group.

NAPLAN

May 15-24 will be the time for NAPLAN testing. Students
are provided with appropriate practice tests within their
Moodle courses, for Year 7 and Year 9. Teachers also
discuss these tests within Saba lessons and the Lesson

Guides make reference to NAPLAN type questions within
the text books. This year NAPLAN testing will have a
different format. There is only one sitting, but divided
into two Sections: Part A for calculator use, Part B noncalculator.

OLNA

OLNA is the acronym for Online Literacy and Numeracy
Assessment. Students wishing to graduate with the
new WACE certificate at the end of Year 12 must now
demonstrate minimum standards in numeracy and
literacy.
This can be accredited by achieving:
- Band 8 or higher in NAPLAN Year 9
or
- Category 3 in the OLNA
Should students be unable to achieve the above by the
end of Year 10, they will be given further opportunities to
sit OLNA in Years 11 and 12. The Mathematics Department
provides a Moodle course called Mathematics numeracy
skills, which provides strategies and practice for students
who are required to sit the OLNA.
Constant referral to this Moodle course in the weeks
preceding the next OLNA test is recommended for those
students required to sit the test. It is often the case
that poor test strategies are the reason students do not
demonstrate the required standard, rather than a deficit in
mathematical understanding.
The first round of OLNA testing has already occurred
this year. Students are encouraged to sit the test at the
earliest opportunity as avoidance may prevent their WACE
graduation

Senior School Maths

All Senior School Maths courses are now using the new
West Australian Curriculum. Lessons are built around a
text book/ebook. Moodle plays a critical role in providing
the medium of instruction and support for these courses.

Semester One Reports Senior School

Reports for Years 11 and 12 Semester One will indicate
a grade of achievement. Please be aware that this is not
the final grade for the unit or combination of units, but
a predicted grade. The final grade for each unit or pair of
units will be decided at the end of the year.
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Test your problem solving skills:

Each picture has a hidden meaning.
Can you figure them all out?

A.

Science
Welcome back to all our former students and a special
welcome to all students new to studying Science through
SIDE.
We hope you’ve all settled into your studies this year and
we look forward to sharing a successful 2018 with you.

B.

C.

The Science Learning Area staff are a diverse group of very
experienced teachers who are here to help you succeed
in your studies. Make use of your teachers by maintaining
regular contact and asking them for help when required.
A very important part of your success with us at SIDE is to
communicate …. This is why it is important to get to know
your teachers and make sure you communicate with them
regularly.
2018 started with a rather large influx of new students. As
a result, there were some unexpected changes in Science
during Term One:

D.

These puzzles are used with the kind permission of Terry
Stickels whose Frame Games© appear weekly in USA
WEEKEND magazine as well as several published books.
The solutions will be in the next newsletter.
Michael Wheeler
HOLA Mathematics

Our HoLA, Suri Naidoo stepped into the Deputy role left
vacant when Jacquie Sandhu left SIDE, and has been doing
that job since the beginning of the year.
Natalie Cooper has taken over and has been acting Science
HoLA this term.
Natalie returns to her normal teaching load in Term Two.
Jennifer Hall also joined us to teach years 7 and 9 Science
and brings with her a wealth of experience from having
worked in various capacities in other departments at SIDE
for the last few years.
Ai Kamiya-Murray has also joined the Science department
full time as a laboratory technician. She fulfils a very
important role at SIDE, as Ai is responsible for the Science
lab, preparation of the equipment used in practical lab
activities and organising the equipment provided in the
kits you receive. Without Ai, it would not be possible
to do all the Science labs and prac work that students
participate in at SIDE.
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This is what your Science teachers are doing this year
(below). Some of them do not work full time, and their
starting and finishing times vary, so make sure you take
note of this. If you can’t contact your teacher immediately,
they may be teaching a class or meeting with students.
You can either leave a message on their phone message
bank or send them an email – they will get back to you as
soon as they can.

Suir Naidoo / Natalie
Cooper
Head of Science

Years 11 Biology and Human
Biology and Year 7 Science
Monday-Friday

Alex Berentzen

Julie Clark

Year 11 Chemistry, Year 12
Physics, Year 11 Integrated
Science and Year 10 Science
Monday-Friday

Years 11 & 12 Human Biology and
Year 7 Science
Monday, Wednesday &Thursday

Jennifer Hall

Ai Kamiya-Murray

Years 7 and 9 Science
Thursdays only

Jim Marshall

Years 11 & 12 Biology, and Year 9
Science
Monday-Friday

Owen Randell

Year 12 Physics, Year 11
Chemistry, Years 9 and 10 Science
Monday-Friday

John Stritof

Years 11 & 12 Human Biology and
Years 8 & 9 Science
Monday-Friday

Laboratory technician
Monday- Friday

Gerry Nolan

Year 12 Chemistry, Year 11
Physics, Year 11 Chevron and
Years 8 & 10 Science
Monday-Friday

Dianne Saunders

Years 11 & 12 Biology, and Years
7, 8 & 10 Science
Monday-Friday

Diana Tomaszos T

Year 12 Chemistry, Year 11
Physics, Year 12 General Human
Biology, Year 11 Human Biology
and Year 10 Science
Monday-Friday

Paul Tournay

Years 11 & 12 General Human
Biology and Years 7 & 8 Science
Monday-Friday

More changes are tipped for Term Two in our constantly
evolving Science department. We will be keeping you well
informed, so make sure you keep in contact with your
teachers.

Science Lab

Planning is now well underway for Science Lab 2018.
Every SIDE Science student is now enrolled in Science Lab,
and you will find the tab in your Moodle course page listed
as “The Science Lab”. Click onto it and explore!
There are going to be all the usual updates and invitations
you’re used to, but this year, you will be seeing your
Science experience expanding with the introduction of
the exciting world of STEM. To find out more about this
initiative, stay posted – you’re about to get more involved
in the world of living Science….

Tips for 2018

Many of you have worked with us at SIDE before, and
when speaking with many students, it seems that there
are a few things you can actively do to make sure your
time with us is successful and enjoyable. Here are some
helpful ideas …
• Keep a diary
• Complete a timetable with the required number of
sessions dedicated to your SIDE studies
• Always make sure you download your work schedule/
work completion calendar from your Moodle course
and put it somewhere you can see and follow it
• Make sure you know how your course works
• Flag or diarise all task due dates in advance and give
yourself time to complete and submit all work on
time…..don’t leave it till the last minute
• Make sure your name appears in the title attachments
of ALL electronically submitted work
• Read ALL instructions carefully
• Listen to your teacher – and ask questions if you’re
not sure
• Call your teacher early and get to know them
• Come in and visit us if you are in Perth
• Attend ALL Saba lessons – if you miss one, let your
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•
•

teacher know in advance, and visit the recordings
DON’T get behind …. Catching up can become difficult
Join in – you might be surprised how much fun it can
be!

The growth augers well for the future.

Bronwyn Rakimov

(HOLA)
Favourite food: Indonesian Beef
Rendang
Favourite sport: Golf
Favourite sportsperson: Roger
Federer

Getting to meet your teachers

Many SIDE students will be lucky enough to be visited
by SIDE teachers as the year progresses. Students and
teachers always enjoy the opportunity to meet, and it
makes future contacts easier.

Shaun Redding

We always encourage face-to-face experiences with your
teachers – beyond phone calls and Saba lessons whenever
we can. If you would like meet your teacher(s), you are
always welcome to come into SIDE and visit us. It’s best
to contact your Student Coordinator so they can organise
times to meet your teachers and a work space if required.

Favourite food: BBQ
Favourite sports: Basketball, AFL,
soccer
Favourite sportsperson: Lionel
Messi (FC Barcelona)

Student Services staff regularly organise teacher visits
to schools. Your school could very well be one of them
sometime soon. To make sure we plan our visits to get
the best we possibly can, talk to your teacher and find
out what’s going on – it may be that they can arrange to
catch up with you and spend some time in your part of the
world.

Kirsty O'Halloran
Favourite food: Tacos
Favourite sport: Touch Rugby
Favourite sportsperson: Ma’a
Nonu

2018

Finally, we all hope you have an enjoyable year with us
and we all wish you success for 2018 – we’re all here to
help you do that.

Rob Hartland
Favourite food: Love all sorts
of healthy, preferably organic
food
Favourite sports: Love soccer
and tennis, but not a fanatical
follower

Please keep in touch – and just give your teacher a call
every once in a while to say hello and make yourself
known. At SIDE, communication is key!

Health and Physical Education
2018 has started with a steady flow of enrolments and in
particular, the pleasing number of students enrolling into
the Senior School Health Studies Courses that SIDE offers.
At present there are 46 students enrolled in Year 12 ATAR,
25 students in Year 12 General, 44 students in Year 11
ATAR and 30 students in Year 11 General.
Also the department has seen a growth in staff numbers
with a number of new staff taking on various roles this
year. Some of the staff are part‑time including Jane, (who
also teaches in Learning Support) Rob and Silke.

Jane Bourke
Favourite food: Seafood
Favourite (spectator) sport:
Surfing
Favourite sportsperson: Kelly
Slater
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Silke Highet
Favourite food: green chicken
curry
Favourite sports: cycling,
ocean swimming, running
Favourite sportsperson: Peter
Sagan (cyclist)

Highlights Term One

The Years 7s have had a flying start to the year and have
shown great ease with settling into learning at SIDE.
Already they have produced some wonderful information
posters for Cyberbullying as part of their online safety unit
in Term 1.

Above: Saarah A

Above: Olena E

Above: Taylah P

Above: Jeb D
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Languages

My name is Takuma Ito and I
am an exchange teacher from
Hyogo Prefecture in Japan.

Learn a language and open the door to a bigger world…
The Languages Department at SIDE this year consists of
21 language teachers and 4 language assistants across
French, Indonesian, Italian, and Japanese, delivering
language programs to around 600 students across
Western Australia and around the world.
Developing second language competence and enhancing
intercultural understandings through learning a second
language at SIDE strengthens the ability of our students to
contribute to harmony, partnership and cooperation in the
region and the wider world.
Bonne chance! Selamat belajar!
Buon divertimento!
Ganbatte kudasai!

Japanese

The Japanese team is delighted to welcome Language
Assistant, Aki Nishigata to our team.
Here is Aki’s self-introduction.

Hi, there. I’m Aki from Japan, a
new Language Assistant. I’m so
happy to be part of the team at
SIDE. It’s my first visit in Perth.
My experience here has been
all positive.
I love travelling, meeting new people and learning other
languages. I’m learning English and Italian.
I used to live in London and Dublin. I was teaching my
language there for a short period.
I’m excited about this new adventure. I hope I can get to
know lots of people.
Thank you.
We are sorry to say goodbye to our Japanese exchange
teacher, Takuma Ito, who has been with us for a year. Here
is a reflection from him:

I arrived in Perth last April and
have been working at SIDE
since the beginning of Term 2
2017. Unfortunately, my term
in Perth is only for one year
and I have to go back to Japan
at the end of March.
I have had a wonderful
experience working at SIDE,
and I have made many friends in Perth. I love working
here, and living in Perth. Thank you to everyone who has
assisted me and shared this precious time at SIDE.
If you study Japanese in Year 3 this year or in Year 4 next
year, you can see me in some video teaching materials!
Please have fun studying Japanese!

Italian

Salve and ciao to all the students of Italian at SIDE
for 2018. Our students are learning new words and
expressions with great focus and enthusiasm and we are
delighted to see our students engaging positively with the
SIDE Italian course work.
In the Primary area it has been a busy time for students
at Menzies, Yerecoin, Cadoux, Miling, Lake King as well as
Port Hedland SOTA and Carnarvon SOTA and our travellers.
Our beginners are learning good habits with online
learning using the Saba tools to listen, respond, write and
draw. There have been many topics covered including
a rich variety of greetings, and learning the English and
Italian names of important Italian cities e.g. Roma vs
Rome. The students are working in a focused way and
have shown great determination for learning.
Our Year 6 students, as they get ready for high school
second language studies are striving to build their
vocabulary and knowledge of the finer points of
language and how the grammar works, especially all the
many words in Italian for ‘the’. Che bello! In the topic
Celebriamo, they are learning to chat about their birthday,
who they will invite to the party and what will be on the
table! In the topic Che bella vita!, they are learning how
the weather affects nature and explaining which is their
favourite season.
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We are also excited to welcome Elisa Beretta to our Italian
team this year. Here is her self-introduction:
My name is Elisa
Beretta. I am working
as an Italian Assistant
Teacher for the whole
year here in Perth.
I’ve been assigned to
three schools: Mount
Lawley SHS, Eden Hill
Primary School and
SIDE. I’m really glad
to have the
opportunity to work
in different contexts
as it offers a more stimulating and enriching environment.
SIDE in particular is something totally new for me. In Italy
we don’t have schools like these, probably due to the fact
that distances there are shorter than here. I believe that
it is extremely important to give everyone the chance to
get an education and to learn and I’m so glad to be able to
take part in this amazing project.
In July 2017 I graduated in arts from the Catholic
University in Milan. The main subjects I studied were
Italian and Latin literature, Latin language, History and
History of the Italian language. As you can see I am really
fond of my own language and culture, and thanks to my
studies I’ve had the opportunity to investigate the origins
of Italian and to get to know well Italian arts masterpieces.
In 2016 I came to Perth for three months as a Language
Assistant thanks to a program sponsored by my University
and it’s there that I realised how much I like to share my
culture with other countries. This experience gave me
the opportunity to undergo personal growth and make
a decision on my future: it made me realise that I have a
strong desire to teach Italian as a foreign language.
When I returned to Italy from my experience in
Australia I continued this pathway towards my future by
volunteering in a centre for migrants and refugees, helping
them to learn Italian. This was an experience that I really
enjoyed and has greatly enriched at both a professional
and personal level.
I’m happy to be here now, to have the chance to work in
such stimulating work places and to enjoy the amazing

country that is Western Australia. I’m doing my best to
make the most of every day and I couldn’t ask for more.

Indonesian

The Indonesian team is delighted to welcome Language
assistant, Diah Galuh Sarimbit to our team.
Here is Galuh’s self-introduction.

Hello I’m Diah Galuh Sarimbit from Pasuruan, East JavaIndonesia. I was born on July 17, 1989.
I graduated from Brawijaya University in 2010 with a
Diploma III in English Language and then completed a
Bachelor of Arts in English Language Education in 2013 at
State University of Malang.
I have been volunteering in my free time since 2007 in
Indonesia, with involvement in teaching at orphanages,
working with street kids, and funding street kids’ projects.
I also participate in a non-profit organization called Share
If You Care. The purpose is to help elderly people who do
not have enough to eat and to help those who actively
work or sell things by promoting their work in social
media. This way, more young people are encouraged to
help the needy. We also visit some remote schools to give
away free shoes and bags. I have organised after school
activities for around 50 less-fortunate kids to come to my
place from 1 pm to 9 pm to learn English, computer and
martial arts. I love seeing the world through their eyes
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as it always makes me feel more blessed, thankful and
fortunate.
In Feb 2015- Feb 2016 I came to Australia under a work
and holiday visa. I started in Melbourne and ended up
in Moora, a country town in Western Australia. I was an
au pair, housekeeper and cleaner. I loved volunteering at
Moora Lions Club and Rotary Club activities, Moora CRC,
and Asian Au Pairs Community in WA and NZ.
Being an Indonesian Language Assistant is my highest
achievement and my official first job as I have spent my life
volunteering, working and travelling. SIDE is the perfect
place to learn about teaching and IT. I used to travel quite
a lot to volunteer teaching at remote schools in Indonesia
but SIDE is providing me with great ideas for when I go
back to Indonesia.
I like the teachers at SIDE and my colleagues; they are very
friendly and helpful, especially when I don’t understand
some tricky words in English. I love the kids I assist
teaching.
My opportunity to be involved in Language Assistant
Program as well as my previous time in Australia is
providing me with many examples of the Australian
culture.
I may not have travelled to lots of places to get to see and
understand life, but I have travelled and witnessed many
people’s lives and that always makes me think that world
is not only full of places but also beautiful people. For
those who learn foreign languages, these are my thoughts:
I conquer the world by learning their languages, offering
the taste of my food and the diversity of my customs,
blending with the locals and a bit of enthusiasm 24/7.

French

The French team welcomes Manon Dardart to SIDE for
2018. Here is Manon’s self-introduction:

pair in Newman (WA), and then I travelled the red centre
and the east coast by car. During this year, I got the
opportunity to share the French culture, to teach kids a
little bit of French and to volunteer at the Alliance
Française of Canberra. That’s how I came to the realisation
that I wanted to become a French teacher. Therefore,
when I came home, I registered at University to complete
a diploma in Teaching French as Foreign Language, and I
worked as an English teacher in a Senior High School at
the same time. At the end of the school year and after
graduating, I lived in Finland for 6 months. It was amazing!
I arrived in Australia in
mid-January to work in
four different schools
around Perth. I am coming
to SIDE only on Thursdays
but I must say that it is an
incredible opportunity to
teach in such a different
school. I look forward to
sharing and teaching more
and more the French culture and language. A bientôt!

Curriculum development project

2018 sees the introduction of the new Western Australian
Curriculum: Languages. The teachers of French, Japanese,
Indonesian and Italian have been busy writing resources
that are available online for all Department of Education
Languages teachers. Resources include videos, “talking
books”, audio recordings, PowerPoints and student
task sheets. We have been very lucky to have Language
Assistants for each language available to star in our video
and audio recordings.
During term 1 we
ran workshops for
Languages teachers
to introduce them
to the resources and
give them ideas for
how they can be
used.

Bonjour ! My name is Manon. I am a 23-year-old girl from
France. I come from a very small village about one hour
away from Paris. I love spending my free time walking
around this beautiful city - as much as discovering other
places in France.
I graduated from University
in 2015. I studied a degree in
Foreign Languages (English
and Spanish). After my
graduation, I spent a year in
Australia. I started as an au

Here are some
of the characters and graphics developed for the new
resources:
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SIDE Languages TDS news

The SIDE Languages team have successfully applied to
continue as a Languages TDS for 2018-2019. As a TDS
(Teacher Development School) SIDE will provide support
and advice to Languages teachers, in all languages, across
the state.
So far this term, we have hosted two professional learning
events. Firstly, teachers of ATAR German and Chinese
spent a day working together to develop aural text for
their students, sharing current resources and discussing
curriculum requirements. The second event was the
launch of the new Year 3 languages resources which have
been developed by SIDE in collaboration with Statewide
Services. Over sixty teachers took part in language specific
workshops to explore and discuss the new resources.

Learning Support
The Learning Support Team would like to welcome back
for 2018, previous students, parents, caregivers and
partnership schools as well as extend a welcome to new
students who have accessed Learning Support for the first
time in 2018. The Learning Support team provides a range
of educational programs across a number of learning
areas using a variety of teaching techniques for students in
Years 7 to 12. The programs are individualised to allow for
students to achieve success based upon their particular
needs and barriers that may be present in their education.
The Learning Support Team for Term One 2018 consists of:
Coordinator:		
Teachers:		
			
			
			
Education Assistant:

Richelle Troode
Jane Bourke
Robin Williams
Judith Williams
Miranda Free
Jo Duczynski

Susan Taylor
Mary Chong
Amy Hamilton
Andrew Grieve

It was a very busy start to Term One which consisted of
11 weeks with Easter occurring over weeks 9 and 10.
However the term went really fast.
It is very important that students consolidate their
learning. This can be achieved in many ways such as asking
what they have learnt and having them demonstrate
what they have learnt. It is very important that students
complete all set tasks in their online Moodle courses.
Parents and carers can assist in this by ensuring the
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students are keeping on track.
I encourage you to make regular contact with your
teachers and seek their advice whenever you need it.
Term Two will go even faster, only being nine weeks long.

Mathematics

We have been working on ‘Order of Operations’ to
support our learning in Mathematics and a very clever
student wrote a rap to help remember the correct order.
The BIMDAS Rap
The BIMDAS Rap
Brackets these go first putting them last would be the worst
Integers are first to follow that shouldn’t be hard to swallow
Above: In this picture Darcie is showing us how she keeps her dog free from pain, injury and
disease.

Multiplication that means times what do you think of my slick
rhymes
Division that is number four if you don’t like it there’s the door
Addition that means for to plus get on board the party bus
Subtraction this part comes in last I’ve got to finish this rap fast

Dixie is also doing Animal Care. For her Animal
Investigation task ‘How to keep an animal happy and
healthy’ she talked about her horse Fly, and one of the
challenges was to explain some of the equipment used to
care for or use with your pet.

Above: Drydan Year 8

ASDAN Short Courses and Vocational Tasters

This year Learning Support is delivering new ASDAN
courses. These new courses are the ASDAN Short Courses
and Vocational Taster courses. So far we have had a great
response to these courses in Term One. We have students
enrolled in the Animal Care, Road Wise, Hair and Beauty
and Land-based Sector. The courses are in Moodle and
students attend a Saba lesson each week to discuss their
work and how they will be completing the challenges. We
are looking forward to seeing their completed portfolios.
Please visit the SIDE webpage and take a look at the
courses we are currently offering.
Darcie has done a fantastic power point presentation on
the Freedoms for Animal Welfare as part of her ASDAN
short course Animal Care.

Above: Dixie has labelled all the parts to Fly’s bridle

Alexandra is participating in the ASDAN Hair and Beauty
course. Some of her challenges were to design a customer
complaint form and develop a list of appropriate topics
she could discuss with a client.
The standard of work being produced by these students
is outstanding and they are to be congratulated on their
wonderful efforts.

20

INSIDE VIEWS

School of Isolated and Distance Education

TERM 1 – APRIL 2018

SIDE Awards Term 1 2018
Bronze
Lewis

Jade

Drydan

Kyle

Leesharnie

Jasmine

Wesley

Mitchell

Thomas

Zoe

Taniayah

Darcy

Caitlin

Velisha

Deklan

Jimmy

Gary

Chelsea

Silver
Lewis

The Arts and Technologies
In 2018 the Business Education and VET teachers have
joined the Arts and Technologies learning area. We
welcome:
• Jennifer Dobner – VET Co-ordinator and Business
Services Cert II;
• Pauline Abordi – Business Management & Enterprise,
Year 11 Children Family & Community, Year 9
Photography;
• Alison Grabowski – Year 11 and 12 ATAR Accounting
& Finance;
• Dylan Reid – Financial Services Cert II.
2018 sees the implementation of the WA Curriculum
for Years 7-10 in The Arts and Technologies. Moodle
courses were changed in readiness during 2017 and
the major focus for this year will be the changes to
assessment processes. Teachers will work through these
requirements with students in their Saba lessons.
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Staff 2018

Above L-R: Des Coles, Angela Melia, Phil Garnett, Alison Grabowski, Neil Berry, Serena
Chew, Anthony D’Alfonso, Mary Noonan, Richard Wu, Michelle Gauntlett, Pauline Abordi,
Rachael MacFarlane, Tim Reger, Katarina Popp, Denise Abordi-James, Dylan Reid, Jennifer
Dobner.
Absent: Mark Rotondella, Ross Manson.

Home Economics - Food

The Year 9 and 10 students in Food have been producing
some fantastic food in the “Teenager’s Guide to
Cooking” module in Home Economics. This course
sees the students investigating the basics of safe food
preparation, cooking techniques and nutrition. All their
recipes are collated in their own “old-school” recipe
book.
Year 9 Ballet students work on-site and as a result have
done some practical sessions focussing on cooking
techniques. They have enjoyed the cooking experiences
(all done within a super-tight time frame of 45 minutes.
“Masterchef” has nothing on the ballet girls!!)
Below is a selection of dishes. Bon appetit!

Electronics

Year 9 Electronics students are experiencing a new-look
course for 2018. While learning about the fundamentals
of electronics, they are producing useful practical items
that they can use at home. Pictured below is a super
bright 9V LED torch which uses very little power, which
is cost effective and great for the environment. Students
learn about basic current flow, component layout,
soldering, assembly and electronic principles.

Above: Justine's Seared Salmon and Tatare
Mash

Above: Ethan's coffee cake

The Gluten-free Caprese Cake made by Allure, Justine,
Belle, Tamara, Olivia, Angela Melia, Ally and Emily
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Technical Graphics

In 2018 Year 9, 10 & 11 students will be using the
CAD software Fusion 360 to create 3D models and 2D
orthogonal drawings. Below are some examples of the
students’ work.

Above: Caleb G (Mount Barker)

Visual Arts

The number of Year 11 ATAR students this year has
increased to 27 and it must be said that there is a lot
of fabulous talent in this class. The following is just a
snippet of the exciting work students have been able to
produce in just a short time.
Above: Evie B (Central Midlands)

Above: Katherine M (Denmark)

Above: Tamsin B (Home-based)
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Design and Technology

SIDE’s D&T workshop is back in action with Year 8s
enthusiastically using our industry-standard equipment
for their Jewellery Box project.

The finished product involves working across a range of
technologies and skills to create a unique design that will
be embedded in the velvet flocked lids with casting resin.
This includes:
• laser engraving/cutting
• staining and finishing
• creating CNC (computer numerically controlled)
routed lids with mirror.

Above: Raquel R (Home-based)

Des Coles
D & T Teacher

Above: Nikki S (Rossmoyne)

Richard Wu
Art Teacher
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Student Services
Welcome to another school year! The Student
Services Team consists of the Program Coordinator
(PC), ten Student Coordinators (SCs) and three School
Psychologists. Each Student Coordinator (SC) is
responsible for a region.
The Student Services team looks after over 1,000
students, either home-based or from the 91 partner
schools across the state.

Student
Services
Team
2018

You can find the Student Coordinators’ details and
regions in the link below:
https://www.side.wa.edu.au/admissions/studentsupport/student-coordinators/student-coordinatorsdetails-and-regions.html
This map denotes the approximate divisions of the SC
regions:

The primary role of a SC is to establish and support
educational programs for SIDE students and monitor
their progress for success. SCs are also responsible for
enrolment of students in their region. In their role, SCs
will liaise with parents, guardians, partner schools and
students to provide support for a variety of queries and
concerns.
Other roles of the SC include: course counselling and
monitoring; conducting regional visits; providing pastoral
care and career guidance; monitoring students at risk;
coordinating student opportunities outside of the school
curriculum, to name a few.
Quick and useful links
• Eligibility Overview www.side.wa.edu.au/admissions/
secondary-7-12/eligibility-guidelines.html
• SIDE Student Coordinatorswww.side.wa.edu.au/
admissions/student-support/student-coordinators.
html
• A Guide to SIDE (an introduction to eligibility and
teaching and learning at SIDE) www.side.wa.edu.au/
admissions/introduction/a-guide-to-side.html
• Curriculum Overview www.side.wa.edu.au/courses/
course-info/curriculum-overview.html

Student Services hints for staying organised

Being organised is essential for success at SIDE and
includes:
• setting up a suitable workspace
• creating a timetable
• managing the storage of your work (physical and
digital)
• managing your emails and email folders
• safely storing usernames and passwords
• following Course and Assessment Outlines
• bookmark important SIDE websites e.g. portal,
Moodle, etc.
• keeping a diary of contact with teachers

Halogen National Young Leaders Day 2018

The Halogen National Young Leaders Day was held on
Thursday 8th March at the Perth Convention Centre.
Year 12 SIDE students Alysa, Charlotte, Fleur and Imke,
accompanied by SC, Stacey Mylonas attended. The day
was organised into three sessions with four presenters:
John Coutis, Sarah Jamieson, Andrew Embley and Rick
Ardon. The speakers were from varying backgrounds and
presented inspirational messages for the young leaders
of the future.
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South West 1 and Wheatbelt 3 - Katanning SHS visit

In February, Narelle Carlon and Karen Loreck visited
Katanning SHS. The students work in a really well
resourced room where they have access to everything
they need with Karen and Narelle rating their SIDE room
as one of the best they had seen!
Narelle gave the Year 12s tips on their English and Karen
ran a, ‘getting started at SIDE’ session for this group.
Time was also spent with the Year 11s ensuring they had
commenced their SIDE courses successfully as well as
meeting the school’s SIDE supervisors. It was impressive
to see the positive start the students had made with
their SIDE studies and the support they were receiving at
the school.

The students represented SIDE admirably, enjoyed
themselves thoroughly and commented that there were
many messages and quotes from the day that they will
reflect upon and use in their own lives.
“What I learnt from the day was the importance of selfworth, how there is always someone better or worse off
than you but that is ok, the impacts of bullying and to
write down your goals and that no sacrifice is too great
for you to reach your goals.” Imke
			

L to R: Attending Saba lessons; Year 12 students working with Narelle

Mount Barker CC visit to SIDE

Several students from Mt Barker CC stayed at the SIDE
units whilst on a Geography camp during mid-March and
were able to schedule meetings with some of their SIDE
techers which was valuable for both students and staff.
L to R: Molly, Nitan and
Britany
Top L clockwise: Andrew Embley; John Koutis; Sarah Jamieson and Rick Ardon

“Overall I found the whole day really inspirational as
each speaker had many important, personal things to say
and they have shaped my thoughts about how to
become a young leader.” Alysa
“I felt like the games were a really great way for us, as
more isolated students, to engage with other schools
and improve our social skills. The speaker John Coutis,
was the most inspirational to me, as his story was very
motivational and helped me realise how lucky I really am
to be alive and healthy.” Charlotte

L to R: Alyssa and
Richard Wu
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Pilbara 2 - Hedland SHS visit

In March, Dylan Reid, Ron Evans, Ros Keron, Jim
Marshall, Jen Dobner, Lindy Precious and Serena Chew
visited staff and students at Hedland SHS.
Teachers met with their students in various areas of the
Library or SIDE room and worked for the day on their
relevant course. Students were productive across all
areas and worked well for the entire day. They were very
appreciative that their teachers had come to visit them
and really made the most of the day.

L to R: Anthony and his employer at a cafe in York; Zahn from Quairading DHS
completing the paperwork for ADWPL

In Week 7, Term One Gay visited students in Lake Grace,
Jerramungup, Ravensthorpe, Wellstead and Kojonup.
Sarah Summerfield is doing her work placement at
Wellstead PS where she is a valued team member on
Thursdays.
Left: Gay and Sarah at
Wellstead

L to R: DNA work for Year 12 Biology with Jim Marshall; ATAR Politics and Law
students with Serena Chew

Above L to R: Clare, Jemma
and Myah are Dance students
at SIDE enrolled in ADWPL

Year 11 ATAR Applied Information Technology students at Hedland SHS

ADWPL - Workplace Learning visits

In Term One, Gay Tierney visited many of the SIDE
students enrolled in Authority Developed Workplace
Learning (ADWPL) in her capacity as ADWPL Coordinator.
ADWPL is a program where students can access the
world of work and explore different career paths and
develop core employability skills that make them very
competitive in the employment / training market.
In Week 4, Term One, Gay visited Mukinbudin, Southern
Cross, York and Quairading. Many of the students have
already started their work placements and are learning
about the world of work. Employers give them guidance
and assist them to develop their employability skills
including communication and teamwork skills.

Important Dates for Term 2, 2018
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Week 1 Staff Development Day 30 Apr
Week 1 Students commence Tues 1 May
Week 2 – 3 Externally Set Tasks Year 12 (ESTs)
• 11 – 17 May Off Site
• 14 – 15 May On Site
Week 3 System NAPLAN 15 – 17 May
Week 4 SIDE students NAPLAN 22 – 25 May
Week 5 Year 11/12 Exams 28 May – 1 June
Weeks 7 - 9 Reporting
Term Three Holidays 30 June – 15 July
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Library Resource Centre
The Library Resource Centre has had a very busy start to
2018:
We would like to welcome Frances Herd as the new
Library Resource Centre Program Coordinator. We are
very fortunate to have Frances join the LRC as she is an
experienced educator who has been at SIDE for many
years.

It was a great privilege for SIDE to welcome award-winning
author and illustrator Leigh Hobbs as an online artist.
Leigh is an author, illustrator, painter and sculptor and
has just completed his tenure as the Australian Children’s
Laureate for 2016 -2017. At SIDE Leigh presented two
sessions to our Year 7, 9 and 10 Art students to support
and encourage the drawing component of their Art
studies. As a talented artist and former Secondary art
teacher, Leigh guided audiences through drawing his
Old Tom character. Students in diverse locations drew
with Leigh via Saba and we used the video cameras for
students to share their work. His message reinforced that
we are all different. There may have been many Old Tom
drawings out there, but every one was different and that
needs to be celebrated.

Above L-R : Frances Heard and Felicia Harris

Congratulations to Teacher Librarian Felicia Harris for
being selected to be a national Judge for the Children’s
Book Council of Australia Book of the Year Awards for
2019-2020. We are sure this will be a busy and rewarding
time for Felicia.

Authors Online

This term we are very fortunate to have Elizabeth Allen
organise THREE presenters in our Author Online Series:
Our first guest this term was WA author Meg McKinlay.
Meg presented for both Year 5/6 students and Year
7/8 students. For the Primary students she shared
writing ideas with a particular focus on her picture
book Ten Tiny Things and her short novel Bella and
the Wandering House. In the Secondary session, Meg
shared writing techniques and focussed on her novel A
Single Stone. The students responded enthusiastically
to Meg’s presentation and made some insightful
comments both verbally and via text chat in Saba.

Above: Leigh Hobbs

We look forward to our third Author Online James Foley
who will be presenting later in Term One.
Fantastic Books & Where to Find Them was a series
of sessions coordinated by Amy Rosato for Year 7-10
students to introduce them to the SIDE Resource Centre
Online. Students found a lot in common with each other,
getting their stories from books, games, TV, movies,
podcasts and Wattpad. There was a clear majority for a
preference for paper books over ebooks and audiobooks
when it comes to reading stories.
Students learned about the different formats of books
available in the SIDE Library Resource Centre (books,
ebooks, audiobooks and online audiobooks) and left the
session knowing how to borrow each type, with many
motivated to do so straight away.

Information Literacy

Above: Meg McKinlay

Information Literacy research and bibliography sessions
were coordinated by Felicia Harris with HASS teachers
for the Year 7-10 History Inquiry. During these sessions
students learnt how to use the resources available via the
Library Resource Centre Moodle to complete the stages of
their inquiry.
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Felicia Harris presented a session, ‘Fiction Fun in an Online
Environment’ at the Western Australian School Library
Association (WASLA) Birds of a Feather Professional
Learning. Felicia spoke about SIDE, our students, the tools
staff use to teach, the LRC and the strategies the Teacher
Librarians use to engage students and to promote and
develop the love of reading. The presentation was well
received with questions asked throughout the session.
library@side.wa.edu.au or 08 9242 6303
Amy Rosato, Michael Bate, Elizabeth Allen, Felicia Harris
and France Herd.

Year 12 Student Tips for Success

Year 12 is a very important stage in a student’s life.
It is the culmination of twelve years of schooling and
the path to studies at University, further training,
apprenticeships or employment. Successful students
have all recognised the value of their dedication,
commitment, persistence and desire to achieve to
the best of their ability over the course of the year.
It is a year when studies must take priority. We are
confident that the experience and quality of the
teaching staff, the programs and resources at SIDE
will provide each student with the opportunity to
be successful. Successful completion of Year 12 is
assisted by a three-way partnership between the
student, the teachers and parents.
Take a look at the following tips for success:
1. Pick a place and time
Everyone has their own idea about the best place and
time to study. Whether it's your bedroom at night
or the library after school, find a study space and a
regular study time that works for you and stick with
it.
2. Study every day
If you study a little bit every day, you'll be continually
reviewing things in your mind. This helps you
understand things. It also helps you avoid the stress
of last-minute cramming.

3. Plan your time
It helps to have some plans in motion so you can
make the most of your study time.
•
Use a wall planner – Stick a calendar or wall
planner up so you can see it whenever you're
studying. Mark it up with important dates, like
exams and assignment due dates. Use it to block
out your regular study timetable too.
•
Make to-do lists – Lists break tasks down into
manageable chunks. At the start of the week,
make a list of the things that you need to have
done by the end of the week. Make a to-do list at
the start of each study session too, so that you're
clear about what you need to be doing with your
time
•
Set time limits – Before you start your study
session, have a look at your to-do list and give
yourself a set time to spend on each task. If
you don't get something done in the set time,
consider whether it's the best use of your time
to keep going with it, or to start working on
something else.
4. Review and revise
At least once a week you should go back over the
things you've studied in class. Thinking things over
can help you to understand the concepts and help
you remember when you need them the most.
5. Take breaks
It's important to take breaks while you're studying,
especially if you're feeling tired or frustrated. Working
too long on a task can actually decrease your
performance.
When you take a break, make sure you get away from
your desk or study space. A bit of physical – even just
a walk around the block – can sometimes help you to
look at a problem in a different way and could even
help you to solve it.
6. Ask for help
If you're stuck on something, or something just
doesn't seem to make sense, you can always ask for
help. Talk to your teachers about the things you don't
understand. Talk to your friends and fellow students
too.
7. Look after yourself
You’ll study better if you take care of yourself. Make
sure you eat well and get enough sleep and physical
exercise. Don't reward yourself with too many sugary
or fatty snacks or push yourself to study late into the
night. It’s also a good idea to make sure you drink lots
of water when you’re studying.
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Online Teaching and Learning (OTL)
The OTL team
The OTL team supports SIDE staff and students in using online information and communication technologies that
enable effective teaching and learning to occur at a distance. The team consists of experienced, practising teachers and
specialist support staff. Many of the systems for delivering online content and media are managed and supported by the
OTL team. Most of the team members have multiple roles in the school.

Special events
Saba Classroom remains the web conferencing tool used at SIDE. As well as allowing students and teachers to
collaborate online during scheduled lessons, we use the technology to offer students extra-curricular experiences that
were once impossible. The Online Teaching and Learning team regularly coordinates or assists with special events. There
are too many to list them all, but here are some highlights from Term 1:
•

Authors Online. Hosted by our Library Resource Centre, these popular sessions see well-known children’s authors
connect with our students and discuss their works.
On April 4th, West Australian author/illustrator James Foley was our online guest. James makes books for
courageous kids. He is the author/illustrator of the S.Tinker Inc graphic novel series for middle primary: Brobot
(2016) and Dungzilla (2017).
You can find more details of recent sessions at the Resource Centre Online blog (http://sidercoblog.blogspot.com.
au)

•

Cybersafety. Term 1 has seen us off to a racing start with CyberSafety awareness. Students in Years 3-8 have
attended two sessions to coincide with Safer Internet Day and the National Day of Action against Bullying and
Violence, presented in conjunction with the Office of the eSafety Commissioner. The Safer Internet Day event
focused on the idea that ‘a better internet starts with you’. This event saw a record number of students in
attendance. Students were encouraged to understand the benefits of belonging to an online community, to identify
how valuing and respecting diversity online and offline contributes to the wellbeing of a community and to identify
strategies for creating a respectful and including online and offline school community.

The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence focused on imagining a future free from cyberbullying.
Students had an opportunity to think about what a world free from cyberbullying might look like and to learn about the
range of strategies that might be used to manage situations of cyberbullying.
Students and parents can access further information from the Office of the eSafety Commissioner’s website: https://
www.esafety.gov.au/.
Ross Manson, Narelle Carlon Online Teaching and Learning
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Careers and VET

School-based trainee: Tom
from Shark Bay School

School-based work program a
success@ SIDE!

SIDE has seen a big increase
in the SBT uptake over the
last two years. A wide range
of industries are involved
including four automotive
trainees, one retail, one
aquaculture, three business
administration, one building/
construction, three sport
and recreation.

Year 11 SIDE student Tom M, who is based at Shark Bay
School, is a great example of how students can benefit
from combining their education program and on-the-job
training experience.
What is this about?
Gaining the required experience, developing the necessary
employability skills or trying to decide what career path to
take can be a daunting task for young people in their final
years of schooling.
An inspiring and positive role model for other young
people who are trying to achieve the above three aims is
Tom. He has made the most of his opportunities through
the School-Based Traineeship program (SBT) that he
completes at the Shark Bay Shire Depot as a part of his
education program with the School of Isolated & Distance
Education (SIDE).
With the help of his lecturer, Wayne Scally, from the
Central Regional TAFE, Tom completes a Certificate II
in Automotive Technology. He attends the worksite on
Fridays.
SIDE’s Workplace Learning Coordinator Shane Murray
said “Tom’s was just one example of how the landscape of
education and training in schools had changed. Students
now benefit from the greater flexibility offered by schools
across the state of Western Australia in the VET sector”.

Local organisations, in local towns, throughout the state
assist the program by taking on trainees. “This support
of local youth is fantastic” says Workplace Learning
Coordinator Shane Murray.
Employers, parents, students, Group Training Companies
(GTO’s), private and government Registered Training
Organisations (RTO’s) and Australian Apprenticeship
Support Networks (AASN’s) are all involved in these
partnerships that make an important difference to the
lives of our youth by creating relevant training and
education pathways for them.
The school-to-work programs have many hidden
advantages to all stakeholders ... the students, parents,
employers and the community. SIDE says a big ‘thank you’
to all the employer organisations for their commitment to
local youth.

A simple explanation of the program is to say it enables
the student to experience first-hand the world of work.
The beauty of it is they also get paid, achieve an industry
qualification plus combine this with their Secondary
School Graduation (WACE) so it’s a win-win situation all
around.
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