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Literary style
When considering the style of a written or spoken text you need to think about the ‘how’ rather than the ‘what’. Style refers to how the text has been constructed not what the text is about.  It is the manner in which the author writes or the speaker speaks. Style refers to the way the creator of the text has used language to create a particular effect. Often you will be able to identify the style of a text by listening to how it sounds.
Style is like the clothing that the content of a text wears. It is how the content is ‘dressed’.

Style checklist
· vocabulary – can be simple or complex, technical, flowery, colloquial, slang, descriptive

· figurative language (techniques used to create imagery) – simile, metaphor personification

· sound devices – alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance, rhythm, repetition

· use of dialogue – realistic, formal, slang, natural. Does it tell the story? Does it develop character? 

· point of view – first person (I, we), second person (you), third person (omniscient or limited – he, she, they)

· tone – What is the author’s attitude? What mood is created? It could be aggressive, neutral, sarcastic, bitter, hopeful, happy, sad, joyful, pessimistic and so forth.
· sentences – complex, simple, long, short 

· pace – Are the descriptions complex, emphasising setting and mood, or is the focus on action and plot? 
There are many adjectives used to describe style. Here are some examples.
Words to describe style
formal – using correct grammar, often used to describe serious or formal situations

informal – using language that is casual and relaxed as if talking to friends

conversational – informal as though a friend is talking to you

fluent – clear and confident expression of ideas without too much effort

plain – using plain, simple language which is to the point and easily understood
complex – using vocabulary and sentence structure which is quite complicated and includes clauses, subclauses and often specialised language
flowery – using overly complicated vocabulary, often in an attempt to make the text or character seem important or more knowledgeable than is really the case
emphatic – expressing very strong feelings about something

inarticulate – not being able to express ideas clearly

journalistic – writing or speaking in a manner similar to a journalist

rambling – longwinded and confusing

succinct – ideas are expressed in a clear and concise manner

verbose – using more words than necessary to express an idea; long and boring

humorous – using humour

matter of fact – sticking to the important information without colouring the text with descriptive language
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