Our stories | Figurative language

Figurative language analysis

Read the short story ‘The Shell’ by Colin Thiele and complete an analysis of figurative language using the table below. A couple of examples have been done for you. Remember to look for alliteration, simile, metaphor and onomatopoeia.

If you cannot find a copy of ‘The Shell’ your teacher might provide you with an alternative story, or you could use one that you have at home.
	Figurative language
	Example
	Effect 

	alliteration


	‘sea swept into the shallows and seethed’
	The repetition of the ‘s’ sound resembles the sound of the sea coming into the shore and over rocks.

	simile
	‘tossing up spangles of water like a juggler’
	Comparing the movement of the sea to the actions of a juggler creates the impression of a lively performance, and one that the reader can easily visualise.
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