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Dreaming story response example     
	Title of story: The Devil Devil Story    
	Storyteller(s) name(s): Jessie Roberts, Sheila Conway               

	Traditional language used to tell the story: Mangarrayi language
	Place where the story comes from:
Jilkminggan community, Roper River, south-east of Katherine


	Characters

For each character state their name and provide a brief description.
	Setting 

Time and place. The when and where of the story. Note the words and phrases used to describe setting.
	Plot 

The sequence of events that occur in the story.
	Themes

The comment the story is making about some aspect of life. What can be learnt from this story? 

	The Devil Devil – Ngarla-Yudjudja, an old woman who has magical powers and is known as the Devil Woman. She is brutal and a murderer. She traps young men and kills them. 
Ngarla’s daughters. They go hunting. They do not know about Ngarla’s evil deeds. 

Boys who get lured into Ngarla’s trap and die.

The old people of the camp who order two boys to find out what is happening.

The two boys who eventually outsmart Ngarla and kill her. They are the heroes. They are clever, cunning and brave.

	When

This is not stated but we can assume it happened many, many years ago in the time of the Ancestors.
Where  
At a Dreaming place called Warlock, a hill with limestone rocks, a tree on top.
A nearby camp.

	Introduction – what happens in the beginning?

Traditional language is heard and also some singing and drum beat. Then the story starts using the English language.

Ngarla-Yudjudja, the Devil Woman, makes a whirly whirly which attracts two young boys from a nearby camp. The boys go to investigate but are sucked into the whirly whirly. Ngarla’s daughters return from hunting and share the food with the boys. They have a good time talking and playing.
What problem or conflict occurs?

Ngarla kills the boys while they and the daughters are asleep. She eats them.  
This happens again to another two boys. This keeps going until there are nearly no boys left at the nearby camp.
How do the characters attempt to fix the problem?

The elders send two remaining boys to go see what has been happening. 
They meet Gnarla and her daughters. The boys trick Gnarla by hiding behind two logs when they were meant to be sleeping. The boys throw a spear right through her.
The boys touch the daughters with a fire stick. The girls turn into parrots. The boys shout at them that they will eat flowers. 
What happens in the end? 

The boys kill Gnarla who still has the power to turn herself into a wedgetail eagle. The boys demand that she only eat raw meat.
	People who do bad things will have to face the consequences.
The story explains why eagles eat only raw meat and why parrots eat flowers. It is a story that helps to explain something in nature.


Complete the following chart by thinking about the techniques used to present the story orally. Describe the effect of each technique on the telling of the story.

	Storytelling techniques
The features that make the telling of the story appealing or interesting.  
	Effects of techniques

	· introduction has a woman speaking traditional language
	· connects the listener with the traditional language of the Dreaming story which is about to be told

	· traditional song being sung
	· connects to the language and the culture. The listener feels that they are there in person connecting with the culture

	· drum beat
	· creates a rhythm and a bit of suspense

	· some of the dialogue or speech within the story is spoken in traditional language with an echo effect
	· adds to the ‘reality’; makes it seem more authentic but also has a dreamlike quality with the echo being added

	· some words are stressed for emphasis eg ‘… the dust whirled high around her …’ 
	· expressive, adds impact and interest, suggests that the dust is really whirling high

	· a sound like crickets plus a fire crackling is heard very slightly in the background as the storyteller narrates
	· fits with the setting and the action; adds interest and impact

	· ‘Gnarla crept up to the boys and killed them.’ The word ‘killed’ is emphasised
	· highlights the violent act

	· eerie, creepy sound like echoing screeching as the storyteller talks about Gnarla killing more boys
	· emphasises that something is really weird and wrong

	· old people speaking … the narrator changes her voice to 
sound older
	· adds a sense of realism

	· continuation of the traditional song sung by elders as heard at the beginning
	· symbolises the passing of time as the boys go to check out what is happening, connects with the event, being sung by elders stresses the importance of the song, the story and the events

	· at the point where the boys leap out at Gnarla, the storyteller raises her voice and emphasises her words
	· creates a sense of excitement

	· the storyteller makes the sound of parrots
	· this is part of the story and adds interest and drama

	· the sound of real parrots in the background as the daughters are turned into parrots
	· adds drama, interest and connects with the story

	· the storyteller makes the sound of Gnarla screeching when she is turned into a wedgetail eagle
	· connects with what is going on in the story

	· returns to the sound of elders singing and the sound of parrots, eagles and other birds in the background.
	· this signifies the end of the story.
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