Our stories | Character

Appearance
Read the two descriptions below. Both give information about the character’s appearance. Note in your journal the similarities and differences between the two descriptions. State which you think is more effectively written and why you think this. 

From your reading of the extracts, describe Sam in your own words.

1. Sam was really tall. He had brown curly hair and happy eyes. He was big for his age, which was thirteen years old. Sam walked with a bad limp, the result of a bad motorbike accident. He was liked by most of the kids, especially the girls in the class. He always wore the same worn-out old clothes.
2. Sam ducked his head under the doorway as he entered the room. His shiny brown curls just skimmed the door frame as his bright, smiling eyes scanned the room. Seeing his best mate already at the desk he limped awkwardly around the group of girls huddled together in the centre of the Year 8 English classroom. They looked up at him. “Hi Sam. Wanna sit with us today?” one of the girls asked. Sam smiled down at them and shook his head. Shoving his hands into the pockets of his faded, holey jeans he scuffed his dirty sneakers across the lino floor. “What’s up with his leg?” queried the new girl. “Motorbike accident,” whispered Jess “but he is still a legend at the bike track.”
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