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Others
Read the extract below. Here is some background information so you can respond to the questions which follow. 

Jim is the captain of the school football team. His mate, Todd, is also on the team but has been told to lift his game otherwise his position may be in doubt.

1. What do we learn about the new kid? 

2. Can we accept Todd’s opinions about the new kid? Explain. 

3. What does Todd’s speech suggest about his feelings regarding Jack? 

4. Suggest why Todd may be feeling this way. 

“Who’s that new kid?” asked Jim looking across the oval. “He sure can kick that ball. We could use him on the school team if he’s interested. Always good to have new blood.” Todd twirled his football between his hands as he followed Jim’s gaze.

“His name’s Jack. He’s just come in from out bush. Probably a redneck. He reckons he’s pretty good. Look at him. He’s got tabs on himself. I heard he got expelled from his last school. Looks like a loser to me!” Todd looked at his best mate waiting for a reaction. He continued, “My cousin says he’s a thief and a user.”

“And how would your cousin know?” responded Jim. “Why are you so down on him, anyway? What’s he done to you? You don’t even know him.”

Todd shrugged and kicked at the loose turf on the edge of the oval. 
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