Our stories | Character

Background
Read the extract below and play detective. Your job is to try to gather as many clues as possible about Jamile’s background. 

Below are a few points you may like to think about.

1. What things does Jamile do which indicate he is not relaxed and comfortable in the classroom?

2. What hints are given about Jamile’s background from his behaviour? 

3. How would you describe Jamile’s background?

Jamile looked warily from beneath his heavy fringe at the kids in the classroom. He took his bag from his shoulder and limped to the empty desk near the window. Placing his crutch against the wall he pulled the blind down then lowered himself into the chair.

“We don’t need the blinds lowered here,” whispered Ms Sanderson. Jamile jumped, startled at the teacher’s sudden appearance by his side.

“It’s okay. Just leave them open. Enjoy the sunny day.” He flinched as Ms Sanderson placed a gentle hand on his shoulder. He looked down at his bitten nails and picked at the scar that ran from his missing thumb and index finger. His jaw clenched as he tried to fight back the memories of the axe that chopped his hand and the blade that took his father’s life. 

As much as he tried to concentrate, his mind was tormented by images of his old home.

“And anyway,” he thought, “I can’t understand most of what is said so how can I learn?” He turned to the window and watched the traffic snake past the school yard. In the distance the thwump, thwump, thwump of the police helicopter hovered above the inner city traffic like a dragonfly following a river.  Thwump, thwump, thwump. It hung suspended above the classroom punching the air down into the quadrangle. The noise bounced from wall to wall and rattled the windows. Jamile pushed his chair back and threw himself under the desk. He crouched pulling his head between his knees, his hands cupping his ears. He groaned like a wounded dog. His curled body rocked backwards and forwards. He clamped his eyes shut and murmured a prayer.

© Department of Education WA 2013
ENG7AC068
Page 1 of 1

