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Setting
Read the passage below and in your journal note the words and phrases which help to set the scene. What sort of place is this? Where is it? Summarise what the setting is like.
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The silence was overwhelming. Chad wondered how silence could sound so loud. The clock above him stared down reminding him of the one hour of detention he had left. Tick, tick, tick. The clock echoed in the near empty room.
The dirty cream coloured walls of the detention room were marked with the grubby handprints of past students. The paint peeled and cracked like Chad’s skin in summer after holidays at Coral Bay. The torn and tatty blinds hung limply above the windows like an old man’s eyelids. One faded poster, sticky-taped together, clung desperately to the wall bravely trying to remind students of the school rules. The room was bare except for the few wobbly wooden desks and grimy plastic chairs. The paned window broke the boring expanse of wall in front of him offering him glimpses of freedom. Outside, the old gum tree scraped its gnarled branches against the rattling glass of the window. Chad gazed outside wishing he was with his mates who would be at the oval training for Country Week Football.
A strong, hot easterly wind blew in gusts sending whirls of red dust into the air, catching the lunchtime litter and drifting it across the gravel car park. Chad tapped his feet on the oiled floorboards finding a loose one and playing the drum solo from a song that had wormed into his brain all day. The floorboard sprung loose at one end. Chad got up to stamp it back into place noticing the dust which had gathered in the corner, missed by the cleaners. Suddenly, the silence was interrupted by the military footsteps of Mr Dean, the principal, pounding down the corridor.
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