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Writing sentences
All sentences:

· start with a capital letter

· finish with an end mark (full stop, question mark, exclamation mark).

Simple sentences have one main clause (idea) which contains a subject, a verb and an object, or just a subject and a verb.
For example:

	Simple sentence

	subject
	The boy
	capital letter

	verb
	ate
	

	object
	the apple.
	full stop


	Simple sentence

	subject
	The girl
	capital letter

	verb
	sang.
	full stop


Compound sentences have two or more equal main clauses, usually joined by a coordinating conjunction such as ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘or’.  Each clause makes sense on its own.
For example:

	Compound sentence

	subject
	The boy
	capital letter

	verb
	ate
	

	object
	the apple
	

	conjunction
	and
	

	subject
	the girl
	

	verb 
	ate
	

	object
	the orange.
	full stop


Listed below are the seven coordinating conjunctions which can be used to join two main clauses of equal importance. 

· For
· And
· Nor
· But
· Or
· Yet
· So

The acronym FANBOYS (using the first letter of each word) may help you to remember them. 

Complex sentences have one or more subordinate clauses as well as a main clause. (‘Subordinate’ means of lower importance, secondary or dependent. ‘Sub’ means ‘under’ and ‘ordinate’ comes from ‘ordinare’ and means arrange. They are both from Latin.)
A subordinate clause (sometimes called a dependent clause) adds information about how, when, where, why or with whom the ‘happening’ or ‘state’ of the main clause occurred. Subordinate clauses do not make sense without the main clause; they depend on the main clause to form a complete sentence. They usually contain a subject and verb.
For example:

	Compound sentence

	subject
	The boy
	main clause

	verb
	ate
	

	object
	the apple
	

	conjunction
	while
	subordinate clause

	subject
	he
	· 

	verb (group)
	was talking.
	· 


A subordinate clause may be placed either before or after the main clause.
For example:

· The boy ate the apple while he was talking. 
or 
· While he was talking, the boy ate the apple.
A subordinate clause may also be placed in the middle of a main clause.

For example:

· The boy, while he was talking, ate the apple.
Look closely at where the commas are placed in each of the above examples. Generally, when a subordinate clause is:

· attached after a main clause, you use no punctuation
· attached before a main clause, you use a comma
· placed in the middle of a main clause, you use a comma before and after it.

Conjunctions used to join a main and a subordinate clause are called subordinating conjunctions.
Listed below are some common subordinating conjunctions.

	Subordinating conjunctions

	after

although

as

as if

as long as

as much as

as soon as

as though

because

before

even

even if
	even though

ever since

how

if

if only

in case

in order that

just as

lest

now

now that

once
	provided

provided that

rather than

since

so

so that

supposing

than

that

though

unless

until
	when

whenever

where

whereas

wherever

whether

which

while

who

whoever

why


Are the following sentences simple, compound or complex sentences? Are the conjunctions coordinating or subordinating? Circle or highlight the correct one.
1. The team will win the championship unless they lose a player. simple/compound/complex
2. The boy won a place on the team. simple/compound/complex
3. The team will win the game but they won’t win the championship. simple/compound/complex
4. They will win the game because they trained so consistently. simple/compound/complex
5. The girls’ soccer team won the championships and the boys’ soccer team had a draw. simple/compound/complex
6. Megan won the ‘Fairest and Best’ award. simple/compound/complex
Select a piece of your writing from another task. Analyse it closely to identify simple, compound and complex sentences, and the coordinating and subordinating conjunctions you have used.
Think about the disadvantages of only using simple sentences and how compound and complex sentences enhance your communication.
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