Speak up! | Justifying your evaluation

Evaluative language
1. Examine a review

Select a review, then copy and paste the text into the space provided. Highlight each evaluative word/phrase, then underline the explanations or justifications for each evaluation.

	Example: 

Tim Winton’s novel Blueback is a great novel which explores the importance of living in tune with our environment. The characters are realistic, the writing is beautiful and poetic, and the simple, gentle friendship between Abel and the blue groper of the title touchingly illustrates Winton’s conservation message. 

[Paste the review text here.]




2. Analyse the review

Write a short paragraph explaining how the evaluative words help to shape a reader’s/listener’s response to the text being reviewed. An example has been provided for you.

	Example:

This is a positive review which encourages readers to read the novel. The review uses positive adjectives (‘realistic’, ‘beautiful’, ‘poetic’) to evaluate the characters and writing. This encourages readers to think they can relate to the characters, and that reading the story will be enjoyable. The writer also gives a positive evaluation of the friendship between Abel and the blue groper known as Blueback. She describes their friendship as ‘simple’ and ‘gentle’, and says that it touchingly illustrates the conservation message. These evaluations encourage a positive response towards this novel. 

[Write your analysis paragraph here.]




3. Write your own review paragraph

Write a short paragraph evaluating a text you are familiar with (book, song, poem, film, game or poster). Remember to justify your evaluation (opinion). 

	[Write your review paragraph here.]
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