Speak up! | Justifying your evaluation

Writing paragraphs
A paragraph is a section of a whole text. It contains a particular point, or idea, and points to support or develop that idea.
The structure of a paragraph is very easy to remember.
1. The topic sentence is often (but not always) the first sentence in a paragraph. It is a general sentence which states the overall idea of the paragraph.

2. The body sentences explain or expand on the idea expressed in the topic sentence.
3. The concluding sentence sums up the information presented in the paragraph.
 A paragraph is often described as being like a hamburger. 
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the top half of the hamburger bun is the topic sentence

the meat, onions, sauce, pickles (and maybe cheese, egg, beetroot and/or pineapple) are the body of the burger. These represent the points that make up the idea (the hamburger)
the bottom half of the hamburger bun is the concluding sentence.
Study the example below. It has been broken up so you can easily identify the different sentences. The topic and concluding sentences have been highlighted. Note how each of the body sentences explains the idea expressed in the topic sentence.
This is a positive review which encourages readers to read the novel.
The review uses positive adjectives (‘realistic’, ‘beautiful’, ‘poetic’) to evaluate the characters and writing.

This encourages readers to think they can relate to the characters, and that reading the story will be enjoyable.

The writer also gives a positive evaluation of the friendship between Abel and the blue groper known as Blueback.

She describes their friendship as ‘simple’ and ‘gentle’, and says that it ‘touchingly’ illustrates the conservation message.

These evaluations shape a positive response towards this novel.
The sentences in the following paragraphs are in the wrong order. Rearrange them so that the topic sentence is first, the supporting sentences are next and the concluding sentence is last.

Paragraph 1
	Wrong order
	Correct order

	This car is a great improvement on my last one.
	

	My car is a very fine car.
	

	My car’s keyless ignition means I only have to walk to my car for it to unlock.
	

	Everything functions automatically and is of the highest quality.
	

	It has electronic parking sensors integrated into the bumpers.
	


Paragraph 2
	Wrong order
	Correct order

	They do not travel far from the tropical waters off the northern coast of Australia and return to the land to lay their eggs during the summer.
	

	Barrow Island off the northern coast of Western Australia is home to many endangered creatures, including Flatback Turtles.
	

	Threats to the turtle population include pollution, capture in fishing gear, destruction of nesting sites by coastal development, and destruction of feeding habitats (reefs and shallows).
	

	Flatback turtles only breed and nest in Australia.
	

	Preserving these turtles is an environmental priority.
	


Write paragraphs using the following topic and concluding sentences.
	The best/worst book I’ve read is: 

	

	You must read/avoid this book!


	My pet is my best friend. 

	

	Everyone should have a pet [insert type of pet].
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