Speak up! | Expressing a position

Modality
Modality is about the certainty with which we express our ideas and/or points of view.

Modal words indicate whether a speaker (or writer) thinks that something is a probability or only a possibility, or whether there is an obligation or only permission to perform an action.
For example:
· you are possibly right – you are definitely right
· mining companies could develop conservation programs – mining companies will develop conservation programs
· you could visit grandma – you should visit grandma – you must visit grandma.

Below is a list of words which are commonly used to indicate varying degrees of certainty or obligation.
	Modality
	Modal words/phrases

	high probability
	always, never, obviously, of course, must, definitely, absolute/absolutely, can/can be, have to, unquestionably, couldn’t, shall, will, impossible/impossibly, positively, certainly, seriously, necessarily/necessary/necessity, clearly, total/totally, essential/essentially, complete/completely, obliged/obligation, constantly, permanently, at all times, want, is able to, greatest

	medium possibility
	apparently, understandably, often, sometimes, luckily, unlikely, ought to, could, should, had better, surely, probably/probable/probability, likely, opportunity, frequently, occasionally, in some case, may result in, wish

	low possibility
	maybe, possibly/possible/possibility, by chance, hopefully, tentatively, in my opinion, initially, might, perhaps, could, scarcely, might not, rarely, occasionally, potential/potentially, unlikely, seldom, appears to, seems to, would like to, wish


Modal words are often used to argue a point or persuade an audience to accept a particular position.
Rewrite the sentences below to indicate either more or less possibility/certainty. You may delete, replace and/or rearrange words.
1. Mining inevitably produces an impact on the environment.

	


2. Sometimes development destroys the habitats of flatback turtles.
	


3. Intercepting ghostnets before they reach turtle areas will reduce their impact.

	


4. Perhaps research could pinpoint where prevention and cleanups could make a difference.

	


5. Reducing the rubbish from urban environments into the ocean will directly protect endangered sea turtles.
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