Speak up! | Evaluating a position

Speech transcript: Ghost nets
Read the transcript below.

Participate in a class or group discussion.
· Identify the thesis statement.
· Identify the key information/arguments and supporting evidence.
· Identify the speaker’s position on the topic, and explain how the underlined modal words and phrases indicate his/her position. (Ask yourself: Does this word/phrase suggest a fact or possibility?)
· Identify other positions/points of view on the topic.
· Express and justify your opinion on the topic.
Each year, ghost nets (tangles of fishing gear lost or thrown overboard from fishing boats) drift through the oceans trapping and killing huge numbers of marine creatures. The greatest threat to the survival of Australian marine turtles is commercial fishing.
Nearly 90% of marine debris comes from fishing. The debris is constantly swept through the oceans by tides and currents and collects into bigger and more destructive tangles. Monsoonal and south-east trade winds between September and May deposit these ghost nets in northern Australian waters. These nets can be as large as 10 tonnes!
Since 2005, 8000 ghost nets have been found in Australian waters!
As they travel through our waters these ghost nets unquestionably kill and injure huge numbers of endangered or threatened species including dugongs and turtles, as well as sharks, crocodiles and other fish and marine creatures.
Six of the world’s seven threatened species of marine turtles live in Australia. During recent cleanups 80% of animals recorded trapped in ghost nets were marine turtles, including Olive Ridley, Hawksbill, Green and Flatback turtles.
It is essential that we do something about this threat immediately; getting tangled in ghost nets is one of the most common causes of death for marine turtles in Australia.
Ghost nets also destroy marine habitats. They frequently catch on coral reefs breaking and damaging the reef, catch in mangrove swamps and lodge in beach sand preventing turtles form laying their eggs.
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