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Glossary
	Aboriginal English
	the language used by many Aboriginal Australians; it combines words, grammar and accents from both English and Aboriginal languages

	abstract noun
	nouns that describe things that you cannot touch, see, hear, taste, smell or feel; they describe ideas or concepts (for example, ‘freedom’)

	accent
	the ways in which words are stressed in a spoken language and the distinctive pattern of sounds resulting from this

	acronym
	a word formed from the initial letters of other words

	adjectival phrase
	a group of words which modify a noun (for example, ‘toweringly tall’ in ‘toweringly tall tree’; ‘unusual tasting’ in ‘unusual tasting vegetable’)

	adjective
	a word which modifies a noun (for example, ‘tall’ in ‘a tall tree’)

	adverb
	a word which modifies a verb (for example, ‘quickly’ in ‘she runs quickly’) 

	aesthetic
	relating to a sense of order or beauty

	ageku
	the name for the last stanza of a renga

	ambiguous
	unclear, indistinct, having a double meaning

	analyse
	examine all the parts of something, and the relationships between the parts

	antagonist
	in narrative, the character in opposition to the main character or protagonist

	apposition
	the placement of an explanatory phrase after a noun, for example, ‘Peter Jackson, the film director’ or ‘bread, a staple food’

	appreciation
	an account of a poem or other writing, or a piece of music or a visual artwork, explaining what the work means to the viewer, writer, reader or speaker, and what the reasons are for their judgements about the work; for example, ‘He wrote a thoughtful appreciation of the long poem in his journal.’

	argument
	an attempt to persuade; the main proposition in a text


	attitude
	the position taken towards something, the manner in which one might approach it, or the way one behaves towards something, the stance, or position taken towards events, actions, people and things; for example, one might display a hostile attitude to children, or a friendly attitude to strangers 

	attributes
	qualities, properties or characteristics of something or someone

	audience
	the viewer, reader, listener or other receiving a text of some kind, or, a group of people doing the same; the word is sometimes used in the abstract, to suggest a general group who might be in the mind of someone producing a text

	Australian English
	the style/version of English used in Australia

	author
	the creator of any text

	authority
	acknowledged or generally accepted source of information, or a quality assumed in someone with particular expertise or judgement

	bard
	Celtic poet, sometimes used more generally for poet

	base word
	a word which stands on its own and has its own meaning; a word without a suffix or prefix added to it

	beliefs
	ideas that are held to be true by a person or a group of people

	bias
	the angle from which we see or make judgements about things; we might be said to be biased if we made a judgement about something that we are close to or that we hold strong feelings about

	bibliography
	the list of texts consulted in conducting research, and then written up when presenting the results of research

	biography
	narrative text about a person’s life, usually understood to be factual

	blog
	an interactive, online journal on which you can post ideas, images, opinions and/or information

	body language
	the nonverbal communication of attitudes or emotions by body posture or movement and gesture

	character
	a construction of a figure in a text, recognisable by a reader as having human or human-like qualities

	characterisation
	the combination of traits in a narrative text that allows a reader to gain a sense of the construction of a person, or a person-like being

	clause
	a group of words (usually a subject and verb/verb group) forming part of a compound or complex sentence

	closed question
	question that requires a simple and specific answer

	code (computer)
	the language or symbols used to instruct a computer’s operations

	codes
	systems of signs used to create meanings in texts

	complex sentence
	a sentence which has one or more subordinate clauses as well as a main clause

	compound sentence
	a sentence which has two or more equal main clauses, usually joined by a coordinating conjunction

	conclusion
	the final section of a text which resolves or sums up the issues or main ideas of the text

	concrete noun
	a noun describing a physical entity, such as a person, place 
or thing

	conflict
	in narrative, the situation that gives rise to the narrative, the problem that must be resolved (for example, discord between characters, something is lost, a character must change or grow)

	conjunction
	a part of speech (word or group of words) which link together words, phrases, clauses or sentences

	connotative words
	words with a secondary or implied meaning

	construct 
	(verb) to produce an idea or concept in language or other cultural forms, for example, a character, setting and so forth

	contemplative
	quietly reflective, thoughtful; for example, ‘The poet gazed at the pond in a contemplative manner, thinking about the changing of seasons and the passing of time.’

	context
	that which surrounds something, for example, textual context; the parts of a text preceding and following a particular word or section; the historical, political, social context; the environment in which a text is produced or read

	convention
	a use of language or other elements recognised by a reader/listener as typical of the text they are reading or viewing; this applies to all kinds of writing, films, music, the visual arts and so on; the word ‘conventions’ is also used to describe social behaviours which are understood to be accepted practice by one social or cultural group or another; for example, shaking hands upon meeting is a convention among some social groups

	coordinating conjunction
	a conjunction which links clauses of equal importance in a sentence

	critical analysis
	the result of close scrutiny of a text to identify its meanings and to show how those meanings are produced

	critical reading
	an evaluation of a text to make a judgement as to its language and structural choices, its meanings, how they are made, its implications, its relevance, its appropriateness to a particular audience and its quality according to a specific set of values

	culture
	a way of life, values, beliefs, language, products, arts, music, relationship structures, social practices and so forth, shared by a group of people located in a particular time and/or place, or set of historical conditions

	cyber-bullying
	the use of online environments to intimidate or demean others

	cyber-stalking
	the unwanted pursuit or observation of another person by online means 

	daisan
	the name for the third stanza in a renga, has a 5-7-5 syllable count

	dependent clause
	a group of words in a sentence which contains a subject and a verb but does not express complete ideas – it is dependent on another part of the sentence to make complete sense

	descriptive language
	language chosen for its attention to detail so as to construct a sense of the objects, figures, events and so forth which are being represented; usually involves metonymy

	diction
	the particular choices of words and word types in writing and speaking, for example, figurative or literal, abstract or concrete, formal or informal; also used when referring to the degree of clarity with which someone speaks as an actor or public speaker

	draft
	(noun) an unedited or uncorrected or preliminary version of a text, (verb) to produce a first version of a text with the expectation that it will be developed (also ‘draw’)

	edit
	the process of correcting errors or improving a text, or selecting and deleting to make a text more concise

	effect
	the result of some action (cause)

	embedded clause
	forms part of a larger sentence, embedded within a sentence

	endnotes
	a list of explanatory notes, or notes identifying sources, coming at the end of a text and linked to that text by numbers

	engage
	attract or win and keep attention and involvement (of an audience)

	e-stranger
	someone encountered in an online environment whose identity is not verifiable

	etymology
	the study of the historical changes of a language; the history of the uses and meanings of a particular word

	evaluate
	use a set of values to make a judgement of something

	evaluative
	making a judgement or appraisal

	evaluative question
	a question that asks you to make informed judgements about the topic at hand

	evidence
	factual support for a claim or argument

	examine
	inspect closely

	explain
	to give the reasons for or offer a detailed account of something

	fact
	something that can be proven to be true

	fiction
	a narrative not necessarily based on specific factual events, but which might have elements that are plausible for the reader or viewer

	figurative language
	language which is used and understood in a non-literal way, or rhetorical language

	figure of speech
	a use of language meant to be understood figuratively, rather than literally, a use of rhetorical language

	first person point 
of view
	the viewpoint of a narrator of a text who is a participant in events and ideas reported

	fluency
	the quality of flowing smoothly and evenly

	focus question
	a question that clearly indicates the information required in the answer

	formal language
	language which uses ‘correct’ grammar and structures

	freeze-frame
	a frozen image in a film (where the film’s motion is stopped), the term is also used to describe a tableau where actors or dancers hold a position for an extended period

	genre
	the text type in terms of poetry, drama, fiction, nonfiction, romance, comedy or tragedy, or a category of text type, grouped according to the nature of its elements such as plot, character type, setting, resolution, and so forth, sometimes called sub-genre, for example western, soap opera, science fiction, romantic comedy (‘rom-com’) and so forth

	gesture
	movement of the body, or parts of the body, which expresses an idea, attitude or emotion


	grammar
	the rules and features of language – how words, sentences and texts work together to make meaning

	haiga
	a visual artwork combining a haiku with images

	haiku
	a short contemplative poem originating in Japan, usually made up of seventeen syllables and three lines; the sense of the poem is in two parts; haiku are usually about seasons and seasonal change, and the observations of a quiet persona; English haiku vary a little from Japanese

	hiraku
	in renga, the name for any following verses which are not hokku, waki, or daisan

	hokku
	the first stanza of a renga which has three lines of 5-7-5 syllables 

	hyperbole
	extreme exaggeration; sometimes abbreviated to ‘hype’

	hyperlink
	words (usually a different colour and/or underlined) or images in digital texts which users select to be redirected to another page or another part of a page

	hypothetical question
	question that asks you to think deeply and use your knowledge to draw conclusions and answer a question in relation to something that might not happen

	idiolect
	an individual style/variety of speech

	image
	a picture of someone, something, a place, an idea, a concept, a visual representation

	imagery
	vivid, descriptive language used to describe an action, object or idea, often appealing to one or more of the senses

	imagism
	a poetic movement in England and America in the 20th century which advocated the use of ordinary speech and clear concrete images, initiated primarily by US poet, Ezra Pound

	infer
	come to a conclusion by reasoning, based on information given, previous knowledge, awareness of conventions, and possibly bias

	inferential questions
	questions that ask you to look in more than one part of a text to find related information to answer a question

	infographic
	Information presented in graphic form, usually a combination of images and written text

	inform
	to impart knowledge, to give shape to something

	informal language
	language which uses casual or familiar vocabulary and grammar; may use contractions, abbreviations and short sentences

	informative
	providing factual information

	informative/information text
	a text offering facts about the world in which we live

	interactive
	able to respond in an active manner, or capable of being responded to in an active manner

	interesting
	creating a feeling of curiosity and attention

	interpret
	decode, make meaning from

	intonation
	the pattern, or melody (rise and fall) of pitch changes in speech

	introduction
	the first paragraph, or section, of a text which attracts the audience’s attention, explains the topic and presents the thesis (main argument) or makes a proposition

	jargon
	the specialised, or technical, vocabulary of particular groups

	journal
	a notebook or similar used to record progress in learning, test ideas, reflect on issues and so forth

	juxtaposition
	the placement of one thing next to another (juxta – next to, position – place) usually for particular effect

	keywords
	the significant words in an instruction or other text that unlock what you need to do or the information you require

	kigo
	an essential reference to the season or seasonal matters in haiku and other Japanese poetry

	landscape
	an area of scenery that can be seen in a single view; a picture representing an area of scenery; a format of any printed matter that is wider than it is high

	language devices
	a technique which produces a particular effect, for example, simile

	language features
	the features of language used to make meaning, for example, sentence structure, parts of speech, punctuation, vocabulary

	language style
	the particular way we use language; this may vary depending on time, place and/or purpose

	learning object
	online multimedia interaction that teaches the user something and can be used in different contexts

	literal language
	language that uses exact or dictionary meanings, language that attempts to be explicit in its meanings, without any figurative qualities (often contrasted with ‘figurative language’)

	lyric
	(of poetry) a poem that expresses personal feelings in a way that has some of the qualities of a song; (of music) the words of a song

	main clause
	a group of words in a sentence containing a subject and verb and which carries the main idea of the sentence

	marginalise
	to push to the edges, to exclude

	meditation 
	the practice of thinking or reflection in a calm and deliberate manner

	meditative
	to be contemplative or reflective; prone to meditation  

	metalanguage
	the language used to talk or write about different kinds of language use; for example, to talk about grammatical terms such as verb and clause, or terms like ‘metaphor’ and ‘simile’, used to talk about figurative language

	metaphor
	a figure of speech (figurative language) in which something is described in terms used for something else to achieve a particular effect

	metonym
	a figure of speech in which the part of something is used to represent the whole, or something connected by association; for example, swinging doors might be used to represent a saloon in a western, a reference to worn-out shoes might be used to suggest the run-down state of a character, a lamp post on a stage might represent the street

	minstrel
	professional poet who sang or recited to the accompaniment of instruments; from medieval times

	mnemonic
	a way to remember something, for example, a rhyme – ‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’; a made up word using the first letters of words to be recalled later; FANBOY to remember conjunctions, for, as, nor, but, yet

	modal words
	words which express certainty, possibility, probability, wishes, commands or questions (for example, ‘I will go to the shops’, ‘I might go to the shops’, and so forth)

	modality
	the way language expresses our attitude towards what we are saying

	multiculturalism
	the social policy which encourages different cultures to exist alongside each other (as opposed to ‘assimilation’ in which some cultures are expected to be absorbed by a dominant culture)

	multimodal
	combination of two or more modes of communication (for example, print, image, and speech as in a film)

	mythology
	a body of myths; in an abstract sense, the idea of myths generally

	narrative
	the telling to an audience of events involving characters from a particular perspective in an order shaped by cause and effect

	narrative elements
	the parts that make up a narrative, for example, reader, plot, character, setting, events, conflict, resolution

	narrator
	the teller of a narrative, not to be confused with the author

	nonfiction 
	refers to texts which claim to be based solely on factual events

	noun
	a part of speech describing people, places or things

	object
	the part of a sentence which represents the purpose or goal of the action

	objective
	scientific, or unaffected by prejudice, emotional factors, 
self-interest or other factors

	online
	accessed through connection to the internet or a computer database

	open-ended question
	question that requires a complex, detailed, elaborated response

	opinion
	personal feeling or belief about something (sometimes ‘informed opinion’ supported by some factual knowledge)

	pace
	the measured rate, or speed, of something

	paragraph
	a group of sentences structured to convey an idea in a unified manner, used as building blocks for a longer piece of writing

	pathos 
	a quality in literature, music, art, speech or actual life experience that evokes feelings of sadness and pity

	pause
	a temporary stop, rest or hesitation; may be deliberate or unplanned, also used for effect in poetry, drama, film dialogue and so forth

	persona
	the ‘voice’ or speaker in a poem, not to be confused with the poet

	personification
	human qualities given to inanimate or non-human things

	persuade
	move someone to accept a particular idea or view of the world, or to act in a particular way

	phishing
	a deceptive attempt to acquire log-in details, passwords or banking details and so forth in an online environment without the user knowing

	plagiarise
	to copy someone’s work and not acknowledge the source, or to present someone else’s work as your own, in part or whole

	plot
	the order of events in a narrative as told (not always the same as the chronological order of events)

	point of view
	a perspective or way of seeing something from a particular viewpoint

	portlet
	a small web window (icon) that connects a user to specific content in a website 

	position
	(as a noun) the stance taken on an issue; (as a verb) encourage another (reader or viewer) to take a desired attitude or stance, or to respond in a particular way

	positioned to respond
	encouraged or persuaded by textual strategies to take a particular position or attitude towards something

	posture
	the pose of the body

	prefix
	an element added to the beginning of a word and that changes its meaning, for example subterranean

	prejudice
	an attitude taken to something when a judgement is made before the facts are known or without reference to the facts

	preoccupation
	a state in which you give all your attention to something; the particular focus someone might have with subject matter in art and literature

	present tense
	the verb form used to express ideas in the present (rather than the past or future) for example, ‘I am’ rather than ‘I was’

	primary source
	original, unaltered sources of information which are first hand, original accounts of people, places or events. 

	project
	in speech or acting to ‘throw the voice’ distinctly and powerfully to be heard at a distance

	pronoun
	a part of speech used as a substitute for a noun, for example, he, she, it, they

	props
	an abbreviation of the term ‘stage properties’, referring to objects and some aspects of a stage set used to represent objects in a realistic or symbolic or other figurative manner

	proper noun
	name of a person, place, organisation; begins with a capital letter, for example, Australia, Jenny, Sydney, Ningaloo Reef

	proposition
	an idea put forward in a written, visual or spoken text

	protagonist
	the main character in a narrative, sometimes opposed by the antagonist through a conflict

	purpose 
	the reason why something exists, or is done, made or used

	reading comprehension
	making meaning from written texts

	reference
	a note or comment in a spoken, written or visual text about a specific subject or specific text

	reference list
	a list of the sources of any references made in an informative text (see also ‘bibliography’)

	renga
	a series of linked poems written verse by verse by a group of poets (Japan)

	representation
	the use of spoken and written language and visual images to stand for ideas, objects, people, groups, events and so forth according to shared cultural understandings between producer and audience

	resolution
	the part towards the end of a narrative text when problems are solved, or balance restored, questions answered and so forth in 
a way that might be comic (a happy ending often involving marriage) or tragic (a sad ending often involving the death of characters)

	respond
	to be affected by reading or viewing a text, to reply to a question

	review
	a critical and/or opinionative report on a work of art or text such as a film or a novel, but also of consumer items 

	rhetoric
	the use of language or other forms of expression to achieve particular effects on an audience

	rhetorical question
	a question intended to produce thought, rather than a direct answer, with the aim of persuading an audience/listener/reader 
to take a particular position 

	scan
	read for keywords and phrases

	secondary sources
	texts based on research where a number of sources have been interpreted, analysed or summarised to provide information

	selection of detail
	detail or information the author chooses to include in a text (with consequences in terms of what is excluded)

	semi-formal language
	generally follows the grammar of formal language, but may include some contractions and less formal vocabulary

	sentence
	a group of words which when combined according to a set of rules expresses a complete idea

	setting
	the constructed environment either spatial (the kind of space) or temporal (to do with time – season, day/night, period etc) in which the events of a narrative are played out

	sign
	a cultural mark, word, image or similar from which meaning can be made 

	simile
	a figure of speech in which something is compared to something else 

	simple sentence
	a sentence which consists of a single main clause

	skim
	glancing in a zig-zag motion at a text to get an idea of its structure and content

	slang
	language which differs from standard written or spoken speech; is informal, may be vulgar and/or abusive, may be considered inferior to formal language

	society
	a particular organisation of people living in a particular time and place and sharing the same laws and customs

	Standard Australian English
	the version of Australian English used in more formal, official or public situations such as schools, the media and government organisations

	stanza
	a group of lines of verse in poetry, separated from others and usually following a pattern

	stereotype
	generalised, oversimplified representation of a person or group of people, often based on inaccurate assumptions or habit

	still
	a single ‘frame’ from a film or video

	structure
	the organisation and order of a text, the ways its parts fit together

	style
	the language and structural choices made in a piece of writing (for example, formal or informal, complex or simple sentences, word choice – figurative or literal language etc)

	subject
	the word or words in a sentence which represent the person, thing or concept performing the action described

	subjective
	an approach to something that is personal, emotional, or in other ways limited to one person’s or group’s outlook

	subordinate clause
	a subordinate clause (sometimes called a dependent clause) adds information about how, when, where, why or with whom the ‘happening’ or ‘state’ of the main clause occurred

	subordinating conjunction
	a conjunction used to join a main and a subordinate clause

	suffix
	an element added to the end of a word and that changes its meaning, for example, meaningless

	sustainability
	the ability of something (for example, the environment, a species, a culture, a business) to continue to exist

	symbol
	something that stands for, or represents, something else, as understood by a culture, or as established in a text

	symbolic (code)
	system of symbols used to create meaning

	symbolism
	the use of symbols to represent ideas, concepts and qualities in a manner that is shared by members of a culture

	synonym
	words which have similar meanings, for example, walked/strolled 

	tableau
	a grouping of people as though frozen in a moment of time (for example, in drama and dance)

	tanka
	a form of short Japanese poetry, a little longer than a haiku, written in five lines in English following a 5-7-5-7-7 syllable pattern

	task words
	the instruction words that unlock what you need to do

	technical (code)
	use of technology  to create images

	technology-specific jargon
	specialised vocabulary to do with information technology

	tense
	the verb choice in writing or speaking which locates action as occurring in the present, past or future

	text
	a written, spoken, visual or multimodal work

	theme
	in narrative or poetry, a central idea explored by the text and/or perceived by the reader

	thesis (plural: ‘theses’)
	main argument/opinion to be presented and argued in a text (see also ‘proposition’)

	third person point 
of view
	the viewpoint of a detached and impersonal narrator of a text who reports events and ideas

	tone
	the emotional or social mood of a text, the sense of how it is to be read (for example, as sarcastic, humorous, dry, scathing, sympathetic, satirical)

	traits
	elements which when grouped together convey a sense of a character in a text

	transcript
	a written version of dialogue, radio broadcast or speech

	transition marker
	word or phrase which indicates direction of movement from one section of text to the next

	transition words
	words which connect ideas or information in one sentence or paragraph with the next

	values
	the things of social life (ideals, customs, institutions and so forth) which a group, a culture, an individual, or a society holds dear/believes are important

	verb
	word/s which express action, or a state of being (for example, ‘run’, ‘sit’, ‘be’)

	verb group
	a group of words including a verb which give a sense of when or how or with what likelihood the action of the verb is completed

	verify
	to check the truth of something

	virus (computer)
	computer code spread by online means which damages or disrupts normal ICT interaction or sabotages computers and systems

	visual codes
	the signs that we make meaning from in a visual text (for example, lighting, camera angle and so forth)

	vocabulary
	the set of words in our language that we know and use

	waki
	the name for the second stanza in a renga; has two lines with a 7-7 syllable count

	world wide web
	a system of hyperlinked information accessed through the internet

	written code
	use of writing in a visual text
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